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Police surveyed the scene downtown on Saturday 
night. Over the weekend, police made 31 arrests.
Police hang hat after 
3-year campaign 
against M aidi Gras
Cassie Gaeto
MUSTANC; DAILY
Mardi Gras 2007 marked the final year of San 
Luis Obispo City Councils three-year plan to end 
the nationally known celebrations in the area.
This years Mardi Gras weekend saw a total of 
57 citations and 31 arrests, including six students 
from Cal Poly and 
four from Cuesta 
College.
The number of Check out mustangdally.net 
arrests on Saturday ^  ^ 6e SLOPD  ^final 
and Tuesday night of summary of Mardi Gras 2007.
Mardi Gras were less
than the typical number of arrests for each night. 
The overall cost to taxpayers for the three-year 
campaign, which was meant to make Mardi Gras 
in San Luis Obispo a “non-event,” was over $2 
million.
“ It’s not just the damage or the injuries that 
cause problems from situations like 2004; stopping 
Mardi Gras also became a question of how you 
measure the value of community that surrounds a 
college,” said police Capt. Dan Blanke.
Police reported an 85 percent decrease in the 
total number of arrests made from 2004 to this last 
weekend.
O ther than the San Luis Obispo Police 
Department, all officers were released early on 
both Friday and Saturday nights following early
see Campaign, page 2
16 vehicles vandalized over weekend
Kristen Marschall
MUSTANG DAILY
Her car had been vandalized before, but Janet Hopton did­
n’t expect it to happen again. The biology junior parked her 
car in front of a friend’s house on Hathway Street on 
Saturday night and got a ride home from a friend. The next 
morning, she was shocked to see how different her car 
looked.
“ I pulled up in front of it and my entire windshield had 
been smashed,” she said, adding that the car had visibly been 
jumped on, as there were footprint indentations. The truck 
parked in front of her had also been attacked, as well as three
see Vandalism, page 2
Biology 
junior Janet 
Hopton, 
like many 
others 
parked on 
Hathway 
Street, 
found her 
car sc!verely 
danu^ed 
on Sunday 
morning.
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Racers move out at the beginning of Stage 3 of the Tour of California bicycle race on 
Wednesday near Stockton, Calif. Cyclists will be stopping in San Luis Obispo today 
shortly after 3 p.m. at the end of S u ^  4. For a complete story, see page 16.
CSU  fticulty
take first steps 
toward strike
Michelle Locke
AS.StX:iATEI) PRESS
BERKELEY, Calif. — Faculty at 
the California State University sys­
tem have scheduled a strike autho­
rization vote, a first for the nation’s 
largest four-year public university 
system.
California Faculty Association 
officials said Wednesday the vote is 
scheduled to take place March 5-8 
at some of CSU’s 23 campuses and 
March 12-15 at the remainder, with 
the results to be announced March 
21.
The vote authorization comes 
after nearly two years of so-far fruit­
less contract negotiations.
“We want to make a statement,” 
said John Travis, CFA president and 
a political science professor at 
Humboldt State University.
Faculty at CSU, which has more 
than 400,(KX) students, have never 
gone on strike and have never held 
such a vote, although they came 
close to scheduling a strike autho-
see Strike, page 2
After months o f waiting, Apple store to open on Higuera St.
An Apple 
chain store 
will move 
into the 
space previ­
ously occu­
pied by 
Men’s 
Express at 
877
Higuera St.
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TRAUTFIELD
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MUSTANG DAILY
With a swelling of commercial businesses taking root 
in town, San Luis Obispo will soon join the ranks of a 
growing number of cities worldwide to receive an 
Apple retail store.
Unlike the existing Apple retailers, such as the Mac 
Superstore located on South Higuera Street and El 
Corral Bookstore at Cal Poly, the new Apple retail store 
will be headed by Apple Computers Inc.— one of sev­
eral hundred corporate chain stores to open up world­
wide since 2001.
“We very much handpick our sites and we feel San
Luis Obispo is perfect and ready for an Apple store,” 
said Apple representative and design manager Benjamin 
Fay during a public meeting at City Hall last July. “We 
are very enthusiastic about it.”
Approved by a 3-2 City Council vote on Jan. 9, 
Apple was awarded the permits to begin setting up 
shop in San Luis Obispo, but not without many months 
of negotiations with city officials.
Last summer, Apple had cast its ambitious eyes upon 
the city of San Luis Obispo with the intent to open a 
corporate retail store some time near the holidays.
The vacant retail space formerly occupied by Men’s
, see Apple, page 5
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release plans that took effect at midnight due to a lack 
of activity in the community. Tuesday night also saw 
an early release plan with officers being relieved 
between 1:30 and 2:30 a.ni.
This weekend had 120 law enforcement officials 
patrolling the streets beginning at 7 p.ni., as opposed 
to the eight that are on staff on an average weekend 
night. The core group of officers came from San Luis 
Obispo Police Department, California Highway 
Patrol and the San Luis Obispo County Sheriff’s 
1 )epartiiient.Tlie San Luis Obispo Police Department 
also called upon University Police, Union Pacific 
Kailroad Police, and officers from other cities within 
the county.
Out of the weekend’s 57 citations, 25 were traffic 
citations and IS were for alcohol.
Scaled down from the previous two years, the 
police force only had one DUl traffic checkpoint near 
the intersection of Foothill Boulevard and Chorro 
Street across from Bali’s Yogurt. The stop, which oper­
ated from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m. on Friday and 9 p.m. to 1 
a.m. on Saturday, screened 676 drivers for signs of 
intoxication, conducted seven field sobriety tests and 
made a single arrest.
“1 don’t really think the DUl checkpoints are going 
to deter senseless people who drink and drive on a 
regular basis, but putting them out there makes peo­
ple think about it and question themselves,” biological 
sciences senior Patrick Kelly said.
There has also been discussion on the effects that 
reinstating the Mardi Ciras parade for 2008 would 
have.
“It appears from student and community member 
leaders that, due to the campaign and student 
turnover, the memory of 2004 is gone,” Blanke said. 
“As far as the parade goes, it would be a shame to run 
a parade too soon, we could restart the celebrations 
and potentially flush $2 million worth of taxpayer 
money down the toilet.”
Unlike past years, 2007’s city outreach plan did not 
have a slogan, but police officers still made the rounds 
by passing out door hangers in student housing com­
plexes and talking with community leaders.
Three years after 2()04’s riots, the San Luis Obispo 
Police Department has achieved its goal of significant­
ly scaling down Mardi Gras celebrations.
“Cal Poly is known for being an amazing school, 1 
don’t think Mardi Gras really hurt our reputation 
overall. No one is going to not come to school here 
because we party one weekend a year,” Kelly said.
Vandalism
continued from page I 
cars parked behind her.
Lt. Chris Staley of the San Luis 
Obispo Police Department said 
Hopton’s was one of 10 attacks 
reported on Hathway Street that 
night.
“ It looks like they left a place 
and on their way home, went on a 
destruction path,” Staley said.
University Police Department 
erhief Bill Watton said that path 
was likely from Mustang Village to 
the campus residence halls. In addi­
tion to the Hathway Street van­
dalisms, police found two attacks in 
MustangVillage, one on Mill Street 
and three on campus. Police said 
rocks had been thrown through 
windows, side mirrors had been 
broken and campus police found a 
trash can on a vehicle.
“ I would assume that he was a 
kid out at a party somewhere, but I 
didn’t see that many kids on the 
street,” Hopton said.
The damages add up to more 
than $2,(HMI, Staley said, and the 
perpetrator faces ' felony charges. 
Staley added that soon after the 
incident, an 18-year-old suspect 
was interviewed who admitted to 
the crimes and has since been for­
warded to the district attorney.
Watton, however, was not pre­
cise about the perpetrator and said 
“we think we may have identified a 
suspect.” He does believe another 
suspect was likely involved.
“ It would be very rare for one 
person to walk around doing that,” 
Watton said.“It’s pretty rare to have 
this kind of thing.”
Despite the fact that the vandal­
ism occurred on Mardi Ciras week­
end, both Watton and Staley 
believe the incident was unrelated.
“I would guess that it’s probably 
alcohol-related, but not Mardi Ciras 
related,” Watton said.
“This could happen on any 
weekend,” Stalev added.
As for Hopton. paying to tow 
her car and have the windshield 
replaced has added up to about 
$350 -  and she still has to replace 
the hood and the side fenders.
“This is the second time my car 
has been parked on a random street 
and someone has tried to destroy 
it,” she said “ I’m definitely going 
to be smarter about where 1 park.”
Strike
continued from page 1 
rization vote in 2(K)2, CFA officials 
said.
Contract negotiations began 
April 2005, but stalled last 
December. The issues, which 
include the amount of pay 
increase, are now before a fact­
finder.
“We need to let that process 
continue,” said CSU spokeswoman 
Clara Botes-Fellow. “Once we see
the results of the fact-finding, then 
is the time to take action.”
Travis said if faculty wait until 
fact-finding is over, it may be too 
late.
“Nobody’s going to notice if we 
strike in the summer,” he said.
Strike authorization would 
require approval by 50 percent of 
CFA membership plus one. If that 
happened, CFA leaders say they 
most likely will have “rolling walk­
outs” — faculty striking for a short 
time on various campuses — to 
lessen the impact on students.
/  I \
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U C  Santa Barbara 
soccer player arrested 
in rape investigation
SANTA BARBARA, Calif. — The University of California, Santa 
Barbara, will cooperate fully with a police investigation into a claim that 
a soccer team player raped a woman on an Isla Vista beach, the school’s 
athletics director said Wednesday.
Gary Cunningham also said he was “very distressed and saddened” to 
learn about the reported assault and allegations against Eric Frimpong.
Frimpong, 21, was arrested for investigation of rape on Saturday and 
released on $10(),()()() bail, authorities said.
“He adamantly asserts his innocence and denies that this ever hap­
pened,” said Frimpong’s attorney, Robert Sanger.
A UCSB student whose identity was not released told authorities that 
she met a man while she was walking to a party around 1 a.m. Saturday, 
sheriff’s Sgt. Erik Raney said.
The two talked and walked to the beach.
“Shortly after arriving at the beach, the suspect turned violent and 
struck the victim in the face,” Raney said. “She struggled and attempted 
to yell for help, but the suspect held her throat.”
The man allegedly raped her and left, officials said.
The woman was able to borrow a cell phone from a stranger and called 
friends, who took to her to a hospital where she was treated for the 
alleged assault and minor injuries, Raney said.
Frimpong, a native of Ghana, was arrested at about 1 p.m. Saturday at 
an Isla Vista park, Raney said.
Frimpong’s attorney criticized the Sheriff’s Department for issuing 
what he called a “one-sided” press release on the investigation when the 
student has cooperated with detectives and submitted his DNA sample.
“Rather than saying it’s an allegation, they made it sound like the 
investigation is closed and that’s it,” Sanger said.
Frimpong, a senior midfielder, was considered a key player in Santa 
Barbara’s victory over UCLA in December’s national championship. He 
was drafted by the Kansas City Wizards last month in the Major League 
Soccer supplemental draft.
— The Associated Ihess
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Apple
continued from page I
Express at S77 Higuera St. on the corner of Morro Street was 
selected to become the host for the new Apple store.
The ovv'ners of the retail space, the C'opeland family — 
who also own several retail spaces downtown, including the 
new ('ourt Street shopping center — presented the designs 
for the new retail space, with representatives from Apple, to 
the San Luis Obispo Cultural Heritage Committee (CH(') 
late last July.
However, disputes with the C'HC’ over Apples requested 
design changes stalled the development.
Elans presented by Apple called for the stripping away of 
the marble colonnade at the entrance of the location, the 
removal of the brick bulkhead to incorporate larger windows 
and the replacement of the windows facing Morro Street with 
Apple’s signature opaque “frosted” windows. These changes 
were met with much scrutiny by the C'H('.
After several revisions were deferred to the Architectural 
Keview C.ommission (ARC') by the C'HC', Apple all but with­
drew its plans and disappeared from city review until this 
January.
In a direct appeal to the Chty C'ouncil, Apple was finally 
awarded the permits to open a retail store in San Luis Obispo.
“They (Apple) appealed directly to us because the ARC' 
would not approve their plans,” said San l.uis Obispo Chty 
C'ouncilmember C'hristine Mulholland. “Through the 
process of appeal, anybody can come up to us for a direct vote 
of approval regardless of what, say, the ARC^ might have dis­
approved.”
Though It took several months longer than expected for 
Apple to receive the green light, it comes as no surprise to 
current local Apple retailers who have been wary of the arrival 
of an Apple store for some time.
“I knew it was coming,” said Preston Sirois, the computer 
division manager of El C'orral Bookstore. “They might have 
fallen off the public radar here for a couple of months, but I 
was not surprised at all to hear that they would still pursue a 
store in town.”
It was a different story several months ago, when the news 
of a corporate Apple retailer came as quite a shock to Sirois 
and Shane Williams, the owner of the Mac Superstore, because
Apple seems to think we’re a 
big town now because diey 
look at the demographic and all 
the big stores coming in and 
they think having another Apple 
store in town wouldn’t hurt us.
—Shane Williams
Mac Superstore owner
neither could figure out why Apple had chosen a considerably 
small location such as San Luis Obispo.
What was even more frustrating for Sirois and Williams was 
the fact that Apple had in large part left them out of the loop.
“They didn’t really explain to us why they wanted to move 
into the area. It was just like one day they said,‘Thanks for all 
the hard work, but we’ll take it from here,”’Williams said.
“I think we do a great job of marketing their (Apple) proci- 
uct on our own, so it really doesn’t make much sense for them 
to open up here,” Sirois said.
For Williams, the decision by Apple to open a corporate 
store is reflective of his annual profits and the accelerating 
trend of commercial businesses flooding into the area.
“Last year we made over $6 million in revenue so I think 
that played a hand in Apple’s decision to go corporate here,” 
Williams said. “Apple seems to think we’re a big town now 
because they look at the demographic and all the big stores 
coming in and they think that having another Apple store in 
town wouldn’t hurt us.”
Williams pointed out that the arrival of a corporate Apple 
store would be the first time that Apple has opened in a city 
of less than 1()(),()0(), making the San Luis C')bispo store loca­
tion the smallest per population (roughly 45,000).
For Sirois and Williams, having three Apple locations in 
such a small city would certainly have an adverse effect on 
their businesses.
“We’ll take a hit, but I am not too concerned about it 
because our markets are a bit different,” Sirois said. “We cater 
our Apple products to students and faculty only. You need a 
student ID to purchase, say, a Macbook from us, and we are
not allowed to sell Apple hardware to the general public 
because we sell them at student discount price.”
For Williams, the opening of a third Apple retailer in San 
Luis (Obispo is even more detrimental.
“They’re going to hammer us,”Williams said. “And not just 
because there will be a third store, but because the corporate 
retailer can market exclusive products that we’re not allowed 
to sell, such as the iEhone, and make special deals that we’re 
not allowed to make as well.”
If competition was fair, Williams said he wouldn’t mind the 
arrival of a third store as much, but both he and Sirois 
acknowledge that the corporate Apple store will have a com­
petitive edge in products and certain services such as in-store 
product replacement for faulty purchases.
“ It’s hard for us to be too critical of Apple because we are 
also marketers of their product. It puts us into a strange posi­
tion trying to lash out against them when I’ve built my busi­
ness standing by their products,” Williams said.
Regardless of what threat the arrival of the corporate store 
might pose to the Mac Superstore or El C^orral Bookstore, 
both Sirois and Williams said that they can stay competitive by 
providing superior customer service on levels that a corporate 
Apple store is not readily capable of.
“We’re going to expand our customer service to include 
things like at-home service and installation of Apple products 
and introduce aftermarket products and accessories that the 
Apple store can’t carry,”Williams said. “ It’s a start, but we have 
some major reworking to do if we’re going to have any 
longevity in this community.”
Some of the Cuty Council members understand the com­
petition that the arrival of Apple might bring to the current 
retailers, but said that it is not their responsibility to pick sides 
on this matter.
“We have no say on what businesses can or can’t come into 
town,” Mulholland said. “Our job is to make sure those con­
tractors and companies who want to come into town strictly 
follow the zoning and building regulations.”
Apple Computers Inc. was not available for comment as to 
when it might open the store, but ('ouncilmember 
Mulholland suspects that they will open sometime in the 
spring.
San Luis Obispo will become the 35th city in C'alifornia to 
host an Apple retail store.
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Question of the day:
Do you think Britney Spears ean make a comebaek?
“Oh my God, no. N ot 
at all. I think she’s gone 
crazy.”
■Erin Roiicrs 
hioclicmistry 
frcslimnii
“I do because she was “I think she’ll be in the “No. I think she’s dead.
really really good at one news for a while, but not She hasn’t made any
time.” as successful as she has music for a while.”
been.”
-Sarah Scliertzer
forestry and natural -Steve Rutter -Katie Bohn
resources niechatiical etij i^neerin{f journalism
senior senior
4
freshman
“I think it’s just going 
to intensify her career. So 
many people are still 
gonna love her.”
■Meyihan MacRae 
journalism 
senior
Bushs plan to raise Pell Grant may be misleading for smdents
Tim Magaw
IHIIY K IM  M M IK  (K IM  M AH. O.)
KENT, Ohio — I’rcsuiont George W. Itush 
signed a bill into law last week that would raise 
the inaxnmnn IVll Grant award by $2W).The 
inc rease is effective at the start of July, bring­
ing the inaximuin .iward to $4,310.
Financial Aid director Mark Evans said this 
IS good news for some, considering about 
10,(MK) students from the university’s eight 
campuses receive this kind of grant, which is 
given by the federal government. Because they 
are grants and not loans, students do not need 
to p.iy them back.
“The Fell Grant program is the largest grant 
program for any institution," he said.
The legislation signed by Bush will fund 
most federal education programs for the 
remainder of the 2007 fiscal year. The presi­
dent is calling for an even higher incre.ise in 
the Fell Ciraiit program in his 2(MiS budget 
plan, but it could be at the expense of other 
programs.
By 2(M)H, Bush plans to raise the Fell Cirant 
to $4,b(M), increasing it by $200 each year.This 
could be the largest I'ell Grant increase in 
three decades.
According to the College Board, the maxi­
mum Fell Cirant award in 1977 covered 72
percent of the total cost of attending a four- 
year public institution. But by 2004, the max­
imum Fell Cirant covered only 38 percent of 
the total cost.
But in order to pay for his possible increase, 
which has a five-year cost of about $19.8 bil­
lion, Bush has proposed the elimination of the 
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Cirant 
program.
“Eliminating the program would have a 
major impact on our highest-need students,” 
Evans said.
The supplemental grant program is for 
high-need Fell Cirant recipients, he said.
Because allocations for the supplemental
grants have already been received for the 
2007-08 school year, the elimination wouldn’t 
take place until the 2008-09 school year. But 
if the supplemental grant program is cut, stu­
dents could be out up to $1,000 in the first 
year, he said.
“ If they continue to increase Fell Cirants by 
two or three hundred dollars in the next few 
years, they could eventually break even.”
David Creamer, senior vice president for 
administration, said Bush’s Fell Cirant proposal 
could misinform some.
“ It means for many students they might not 
see as much grant money as they would have 
expected,” he said.
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$5 S T U D E N T  R U S H  T I C K E T S
a Cal Poly Arts show tonight!
Tonight, see Mozart’s famous opera
□ O i i / i E  7 L V f t T n
performed by a professional touring 
company from New York at 8 p.m. at the 
PAC. As of 7:30, all available seats are
o nly  $ 5  at the d o o r with ID.
(S ung in  German, with En glish  supertitles) 
Free lecture at 7p.m . in  the Philips Recital Hall.
A N D  M A R K  YO UR C A LEN D A R  FO R
F E B R U A R Y  2 8  -  7:30 PM -  PAC 
$5 RUSH S E A TS  (A s  available a t the door)
lEiUT'QO'Riiu:
0(F ^'ussm
Amazing classical music from one 
o f the world’s  finest orchestras.
(8 pm curtain)
More great shows at www.calpolyarts.org
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Britney Spears flees M alibu 
rehab facility less than a day 
after checking in, reports say
MALIBU Calif. (AP) — Britney 
Spears left a live-in rehabilitation 
facility early Wednesday, less than a 
day after checking in, according to 
several reports.
It was the second time in a week 
that Spears entered a rehab facility 
and checked.out before her first day 
was finished.
The television news magazine 
“The Insider” initially reported that 
Spears called a car service, walked 
out of the Promises Malibu 
Treatment Center and left the facil­
ity early Wednesday morning.
Later, the TV show “Extra” and 
the celebrity Web site TMZ.com 
said the 25-year-old pop star had 
left the center far short of the usual 
45-day stay. TMZ said she couldn’t 
handle rehab and went home.
Federline manager Dan 
Dymtrow said there would be no
comment.
Entertainment TV shows and 
Web sites reported Friday that 
Spears had gone in and out of rehab 
that week. Some reports identified 
the facility as Eric Clapton’s 
Crossroads center in Antigua, in the 
Caribbean, but the AP wasn’t able to 
confirm those reports.
Eddie Michaels, a spokesman for 
the public relations agency that 
handles Promises, said he had no 
comment. He would not confirm 
that Spears had been there or that 
she had left.
There was no response to an e- 
mail sent Wednesday to Spears’ 
manager, Larry Rudolph. On 
Tuesday, Rudolph said Spears had 
voluntarily checked herself into an 
undisclosed treatment facility.
“We ask that the media respect 
her privacy as well as those of her
family and friends at this time,” 
Rudolph was quoted as saying. He 
didn’t disclose why she entered 
rehab.
Spears had a meltdown weekend 
that included shaving her head, tat­
tooing her wrist and clubbing with 
friends. On Friday night, she 
sheared off her hair at a salon. Spears 
was later seen wearing an inexpen­
sive blond wig.
Since filing for divorce from 
Kevin Federline in November, 
Spears has been photographed 
pantyless, wearing skimpy outfits 
and partying heavily.
Federline’s attorney earlier con­
firmed that Spears and Federline 
would continue to share custody of 
5-month-old Jayden James and 17- 
month-old Sean Preston this 
month, following terms of a January 
custody agreement.
Can W li be a weight-loss tool?
Carlos Militante
M'ARTAN IMIIY (SAN |OSE STATE U.)
Video games and fitness usually 
don’t go hand-in-hand, but the 
Nintendo Wii is showing that 
gamers can lose weight and still 
have fun at the same time.
According to Philadelphian 
Mickey DeLorenzo’s blog on 
W iiNintendo.net, in early 
December of the 25-year-old 
came up with what he calls the 
“Wii Workout,” after he and his 
fiancee found themselves out of 
breath when playing the “ Wii 
Sports” boxing game.
Ryan Okuda, a San Jose State 
University radio, television and film 
junior, said that the Wii might have 
contributed to his recent weight 
loss.
“It’s a great alternative method to 
the gym because it’s fun,” Okuda 
said. “ I can see how fiailing your 
arms while playing boxing could 
help you lose weight.”
In DeLorenzo’s blog, the plan 
was to do everything he normally 
did, eat everything he normally ate 
and see if anything would change 
after playing 30 minutes of “Wii 
Sports” every day for six weeks. He 
dedicated two 15-minute periods 
to the boxing, bowling, baseball and
tennis games in “Wii Sports” per 
day.
According to his blog. 
DeLorenzo’s experiment began on 
Dec. 3, 2006, and ended on Jan. 15 
2007.
During the six weeks he kept 
track of his weight, body mass 
index, body fat percentage and at 
rest heart rate, DeLorenzo said in 
his blog.
Starting at IHO pounds. 
DeLorenzo said in his blog that he 
lost nine pounds in six weeks, with­
out changing his diet. His body 
mass index went from 25.2 to a 24. 
his waist shrunk from a 34.5 to a 
31, his resting heart rate dropped 
from S2 to 68 beats per minute and 
his body fat percentage dropped 
from 19 percent to 17.2 percent.
Biology junior Victoria 
Furnman, said it’s a great way to 
stay in shape if you’re a gamer that 
doesn’t have time to go to the gym 
and who wants to play more video 
games.
“It’s a cool method,” Furman 
said. “ If I was more into video 
games I would probably try it.”
Michael Balangitao, kinesiology 
major, who is a regular at the Event 
Center gym, thinks that the Wii is 
just for fun, but it can’t replace what
you can do in the gym: “Even if 1 
had a Wii, I wouldn’t use it as my 
workout regimen,” Balangitao said. 
“1 wouldn’t be like,‘I’ll only go to 
the gym for 30 minutes tod.iy, since 
1 played the Wii earlier.’”
Industrial design junior Thuan 
Tran, thinks that kids would benefit 
the most from the “Wii Workout” 
method.
“It’s great, especially for kids who 
like to play a lot of video games,” 
Tran said.“l think that being phys­
ically in shape is really important 
and it’s good that kids can be active 
while playing the games, rather 
than being a couch potato.”
According to a press release fmm 
VideoGame Fitness, net, the
International Sports Science 
Association (ISSA) is praising the 
Wii and other video games that 
help to combat childhood obesity.
“Exertamnient and home video 
consoles are the wave of the 
future,” said Josh Trout, a kinesiolo­
gy professor of at C'alifornia State 
University, C'hico, in a press release 
from VideoCiameFitness.net. 
“Exergaming, and exertainment, is 
an excellent way for getting kids 
hooked on physical activity, pro­
ducing good exercise habits that 
can last their lifetime.”
O
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State Briefe
BERKELEY (AP) — Tree-sitters hoping to save three dozen 
oaks threatened by the planned construction of a University of 
California athletic center claim the grove could be the site of an 
American Indian burial ground.
A 1925 archaeological survey shows human remains were 
removed from the area when nearby Memorial Stadium was con­
structed, protesters said
“I think this is a significant find and the area should be protect­
ed,” said Stephan Volker, attorney for the California Oak 
Foundation, one of four groups suing UC over the proposed con­
struction project.
A campus environmental impact report does acknowledge the 
possibility of American Indian remains in the area, said University 
of California, Berkeley spokeswoman Marie Felde.
“We will deal with it when it comes up,” Felde said.
A small group of protesters have occupied the trees since early 
December. A Berkeley judge blocked construction on the project 
last month over environmental and seismic concerns.
• • •
LOS ANGELES (AP) — An immigration group agreed to 
postpone a downtown rally until April 7 to avert a potential con­
frontation with police, officials said.
Before the agreernent. Latino Movement USA had wanted to 
hold its rally this Saturday.
But the Police Commission denied a permit because it had 
already given its OK to the Chinese Chamber of Commerce to 
hold the downtown Golden Dragon Parade.
Some activists said their free speech rights were being violated 
and threatened to go ahead with the rally without a permit. Police 
warned they would arrest people if a large crowd gathered without 
city permission.
Organizers finally agreed to reschedule the event that’s expected 
to draw more than 50,000 people.
• • •
SAN DIEGO (AP) — City firefighters have started wearing 
new fire suits that offer better protection against flames.
Nine hundred firefighters will eventually be issued the suits, 
which are tan-colored and cost $1,650 a piece. The old suits were 
yellow.
“The new turnouts are more fire-and thermal-resistant, and they 
have a better fit,” said San Diego firefighter Annie O ’Connell. “ I’m 
a small person, and they have a cut that makes it easier for me to 
climb a ladder.”
Firefighter Marc l).Tvis said the new gear is an improvement. He 
liked a feature on the coat called a drag-rescue device, which 
enables firefighters to yank a fallen colleague to safety using a built- 
in handle. The jacket also features pockets for breathing m.isks, 
flashlights and other equipment.
About 200 San Diego firefighters will receive the suits over the 
next month. Fire C'hief Tracy Jarman said it will take about five 
years for all 90(1 firefighters to get the equipment because of bud­
get constraints.
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Music companies target colleges 
in latest crackdown on downloads
Ted Bridis
ASSCK lAIH) I’kLSS
WASHlNCiTON — Oacking down on college stu­
dents, the music industry is sending thousands more 
complaints to top universities this school year than it did 
last year as it targets music illegally downloaded over 
campus computer networks.
A tew schools, iiicluding Ohio and Purdue universi­
ties, already have received more than 1,()()() complaints 
accusing individual students since last fall — significant 
increases over the past school year. For students who are 
caught, punishments vary’ from e-mail warnings to 
semester-long suspensions from classes.
The trade group for the largest music labels, the 
Kecording Industry Association of America, identified at 
the request of The Associated Press the 23 universities 
that received the most copyright complaints it sent so tar 
this school year. The group long has pressured schools to 
act more aggressively against online pirates on campus.
“It’s something we feel we have to do,” RIAA 
President ('ary Sherman said. “We have to let people 
know that if they engage in this activity, they are not 
anonymous.”
The top five schools are Ohio, Purdue, the University 
of Nehraska-Lincoln, University of Tennessee and the 
University of South Carolina. The KIAA complained 
about almost 13, (KK)  students at those 2 3  universities, 
nearly triple the number for the previous school year.
“T hey’re trying to nuke a statement,” said Randall 
Hall, who polices computers at Michigan State 
University, seventh on the list with 733 complaints. 
Michigan State received 432 such complaints in 
1 )ecember alone, when students only attended cl.isses for 
half the month.
I lall meets personally with students caught twice and 
forces them to watch an eight-minute anti-pir.icy DVD 
produced by the RI.AA. A third-time offender can be 
suspended for a semester.
“I get the whole spectrum of excuses,” Hall said. “The 
most comnuin answer 1 get is, ‘All my friends are doing 
this. Why did 1 get caught?”’
At the University of Massachusetts at Amherst — 
which received 897 complaints — first- and second-time 
offenders receive escalating warnings about piracy. After a 
third complaint, the school unplugs a student’s Internet 
connection and sends the case to a dean for additional 
punishment.
Each complaint represents an accusation that a student 
was identified sharing at least one song over the campus 
network. Egregious offenders, who make available hun­
dreds or thousands of songs to other students online, are 
targeted by the RIAA in expensive civil lawsuits. Unlike 
lawsuits, these complaints are typically sent to colleges 
every day by e-mail.
The music group said each university should set its 
own penalties for stealing songs and said campuses are rife 
with such thefts. “When we look at the problem, it’s par­
ticularly acute in the college context,” RIAA chief exec­
utive Mitch Bainwol said.
The music group said popular software programs it has 
targeted at schools include AresWarez, liitTorrent, 
eDonkey and other programs that operate on the 
Gnutella and FastTrack services.
Under federal law, universities that a*ceive complaints 
about students illegally distributing copyrighted songs 
generally must act to stop repeat offenders or else the 
schools can be sued. The entertainment industry typical­
ly can identify a student only by his or her numerical 
Internet address and must rely on the school to correlate 
that information with its own acords to trace a person’s 
real-world identity.
Some schools aggressively warn students after they 
receive complaints. Others don’t. Purdue, which has 
a'ceived l,0b8 complaints so far this year but only 37 in 
2<Mli), said it rarely even notifies students accused by the 
RIAA because it’s too much tnnible to track down 
alleged offenders.
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Group sues 
feds over 
medical 
marijuana 
claims
Lisa LefT
ASS(X:iATKD i>iu-:ss
OAKLANl), C'alif. — Armed with 
a new study that showed smoking 
marijuana eased pain in some HIV 
patients, medical marijuana advocates 
sued the federal government 
Wednesday over its claim that pot has 
no accepted medical benefits.
The lawsuit filed in U.S. District 
("ourt by Americans for Safe Access 
accuses the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services of 
engaging in “arbitrary and unlawful 
behavior” that prevents “sick and 
dying persons fmm seeking to obtain 
medicine that could provide them 
needed, and often lifesaving relief.”.
The Oakland-based advocacy 
group wants a judge to force the ’ 
department and the Food and Drug 
Administration to stop giving out 
information that casts doubt on the 
efficacy of marijuana in treating vari­
ous illnesses.
“The FI )A position on medical 
cann.ibis is incorrecj, dishonest and a 
flagrant violation of laws requiring 
the government to base policy on 
sound science.” Joe Elford, chief 
counsel for Americans for Safe 
Access, sauj in a statement.
('aliforni.i is one of I 1 states where 
marijuana use is legal for people w ith 
a doctor’s recommendation, but 
because the U.S. government does 
not recognize pot’s medical benefits 
patients c.in still be .irrested and pms- 
ecuted by federal authorities.
l ast week, researchers from the 
University of (\iliforma. San 
Francisct) reported in the |ournal 
Neurologs that a test insolving 3n 
HIV patients shossed that tluise svho 
smoked }>ot experienced much less 
pain than those gisen placelsos.
National
briefs
W ASHINGTON (AP) —
Inflation at the consumer level 
rose by a larger-than-expected 
amount in January as falling 
energy prices only partially off­
set big increases in the cost of 
medical care, food and airline 
tickets.
The Labor Department 
reported Wednesday that prices 
rose by 0.2 percent in January. 
That was down from a 0.4 per­
cent rise in December, but it was 
higher than the 0.1 percent 
increase that Wall Street had
been expecting.
• • •
FO RT LAUDERDALE, 
Fla. (AP) — Anna Nicole 
Smith’s estranged mother told a 
judge Wednesday she wants to 
exhume her grandson in the 
Bahamas and bring his body to 
Texas to be buried along with 
his starlet-mother in her native 
state.
Smith’s longtime companion, 
Howard K. Stern, is fighting for 
the former IMayboy centerfold 
to be buried next to her son in 
the island chain, where he died 
from apparent drug-related 
causes last year.
(Tn the second day of testi­
mony, (drcuit Judge Larry 
Seidlin indicated the best result 
would be a ctmipromise — and 
soon — since the medical 
examiner again warned Smith’s 
body was decomposing more 
quickly than expected and a 
public viewing could be in dan- 
ger.
• • •
W ASHINGTON (AP) —
Jurors began deliberating 
Wednesd.iy in the perjury and 
obstruction trial of former 
White House aide I. Lewis 
“Sctioter” I ibby.
Libby, the former chief of staff 
to Vice Fresident I )ick CTieney. 
is charged with lying and 
obstructing the investigation 
into the 2(K>3 leak of C?IA oper­
ative Valerie Flame’s identity.
Tapango’s Introduces Buñuelos
Melissa Montecuolio
CAM PUS DINING STAFF W RITER
T h is  quarter T a p a n g o ’s is 
offering a new and sweet treat: 
B u ñ u e lo s . T h is  d e e p  fried 
tortilla, covered in cinnam on 
s u g a r is a tasty treat fully 
capable of satisfying any sweet 
tooth.
Assistant Supervisor, Karen 
M usgrave, found the recipe for 
Buñuelos on the back of a pack 
of M ission Tortillas. T h e  new 
treat is expected to becom e 
m o re  p o p u la r o n c e  pe o p le  
catch on to its sw eet taste.
M u s g ra v e  h a s  p ut out 
s a m p le s  of B u ñ u e lo s  and 
people usually order them after 
th a t. S h e  a ls o  s a id  th e
B u ñ u e lo s  h a v e  c re a te d  a 
following of students, who buy 
th e m  w h e n e v e r  th e y  v is it 
Tap ang o ’s.
S in c e  M u s g ra v e ’s recent 
m o v e  to T a p a n g o ’s in the 
m id d le  of last q u a rte r sh e  
w anted to add new “specials" 
to the T a p a n g o ’s m enu, such 
as breakfast nachos. “Th e y  sell 
them  dow ntow n and I wanted 
to try them out here."
M usgrave will continue to be 
as creative as she can with her 
limited space. A s  long as the 
Buñuelos keep doing well, they 
will continue to be part of the 
Ta p a n g o ’s m enu.
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F e b r u a r y  22 ;
• 1924 Calvin Coolidge is the first president o f the United States to
deliver a radio broadcast from the White House.
• 1956’ Elvis Presley hits the music charts for the first time with “ Heartbreak Hotel.”
• 1969 The last time all four Beatles were together for a recording session.
• 2007 The O.C.’s final episode is broadcast in the United States.
Check out what’s going on in SLO County 
this week. W hether it*s art, fllm^ music,^ theatei 
or culture, POLYBILL posts the latest events.
The Associated Students Inc. Craft Center hosts 
Throwfest 2007, a 24-hour free clay marathon, starting at 
noon on Feb. 24. There is a $3 fee if a student decides to 
keep and fire a ceramic piece. Proceeds will go to the 
Denise Waters Scholarship fund to aid deserving art and 
design students; Call 766-1266 for more information.
The Graduate gets a little bit country and a little bit 
reggae with a stellar weekend linetip. Performers include 
country artist Robert Earl Keene with Cross Canadian 
Ragweed on Feb. 24, and reggae artist Midnite with 
Resination on Feb. 25. Ticket prices and concert times 
vary. Call (805) 541-0969 or visit www.slograd.com for 
more information.
WW W .MUVrANODAILY.Nrr
Silly trailer, ^Terabithia’ isn’t a fantasy film
J essica G reenwali m u s t a n g  daily
Aaron Allen
Daily U tah C hronicxe
Going into the movie “Bridge to 
Terabithia,” ! wasn’t familiar with the 
1977 Newbery Medal-winning chil­
dren’s book on which it’s based, so 
I was expecting what the movie 
trailers had led me to 
expect: an epic fantasy full 
■of strange and dazzling 
creatures on par with “The 
Chronicles of Narnia” or 
“The Lord of the Rings.”
“Terabithia” is nothing of the sort: 
It’s an intimate and very earthbound 
grade-school drama with the occa­
sional flights of fancy as Jesse and 
Leslie, our young hero and heroine, 
escape the perils of playground bullies 
via their wildly vivid imaginations.
Truth in marketing is about as 
flexible as taffy in a taffy-puller.
I’m sure the movie’s marketers 
were trying to sell the movie to the 
same fan base that made “Narnia” 
and “The Lord of the Ring^” trilogy 
worldwide box-office sensations, but 
I can’t help but wonder how much 
that misdirection will hurt
“Terabithia’s” business in the long 
run. Anyone* going to see this movie 
expecting wall-to-wall action and 
more magical monsters than you can 
shake a wand at will be disappointed. 
Frustrated audience expectations 
breed bad word-of-mouth.
So I’m here to say that
“Terabithia” is not “Narnia” and it’s 
not “The Lord of the Rings.” It’s sim­
ply a good movie on its own merits
and not on the merits on which the 
studio would like you to base your 
judgment.
Josh Hutcherson (“^Zathura”) plays 
Jesse Aarons, a farm boy who’s teased 
at school because of his hand-me- 
down clothes. He takes comfort in his 
drawings — vibrant illustrations of 
armor-clad beavers and lum­
bering giants that exist in 
kingdoms far, far away from his 
family’s farm. His dad (Robert 
Patrick, playing a nice guy for a 
change) strokes to make ends 
meet and lectures Jesse on the 
impracticality of immersing oneself 
in fantasylands.
New to the neighborhood is Leslie 
Burke (AnnaSophia Robb), a radiant, 
blue-eyed blonde whose cutie-punk 
clothes immediately tag her as free- 
thinking and irresistibly cool. She has 
storytelling skills to match Jesse’s 
drawings, and together they create 
the pretend world of Terabithia in 
their backyard woods.
Jesse and Leslie’s relationship is the 
kind of fifth-grade, boy-girl relation­
ship that’s exhilarating for reasons 
neither of them can quite fathom just 
yet. In a year or two, they might use 
their tree house for kissing, but for 
now, it’s their fortress on the edge of 
Terabithia, where pine cones can be 
used as grenades against those armor-
clad ' beavers and ground-shaking 
giants.
It’s actually during these trailer- 
touted fantAsy , sequences that 
“Terabithia” drags,:; bogged down in 
action that has been done better in 
more fantasy-driven movies. The 
story stops being about the characters 
in favor of special effects that aren’t 
that special — ironic, seeing how the 
movie’s all about two kids who use 
their imaginations to create some­
thing new. (
More interesting is the developing 
relationship between Jesse and Leslie. 
She’s so pure and innocent and 
sprighdy; she opens up Jesse’s mind to 
a whole new way of thinking. 
Considering that Robb played the 
repulsive gum-chewer Violet 
Beauregarde in “Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory,” it’s a testament to 
her ^ acting ability that she can also be 
so likable. That likability is important 
for a movie that turns quite dark in its 
final third. The filmmakers should be 
commended for not shying away 
from that darkness and trusting the 
kids in the audience to be brave 
enough to face it. “Terabithia,” after 
all, is about bravery in the face of real- 
ity.
Now why couldn’t the ads focus 
on that instead of special effects?
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O ut with the convention­al innovations of yester­year; in with the techno­
logically decadent. Long gone are 
the days when television held soci­
ety’s hand through the Technicolor 
kaleidoscope of cultural evolution. 
Today, we have the Internet for that.
So, for those of you anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of the next tech­
nological revolution to begin with a 
bang, assuming everyone remembers
iGeneration obsesses over technology
I / ' 3  i c « #
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how “video killed the radio star,’’ let 
me be the bearer of some very infor­
mative news: the next technological 
age is here and upon us folks. Behold, 
we are in the midst of the 
iGeneration.
But it wasn’t always so. For those 
people scratching their heads, asking 
theinselves, “when did this happen, 
and what does this mean?’’ I’m here 
to put the puzzle pieces together. Let 
us take a step back into a time when
TV, comics and board games reigned 
supreme, before we plugged our souls 
into the World Wide Web.
As you picture that pmverbial tum­
bleweed rolling down the empty 
streets of your mind, let me be frank 
and tell you why that is; before the 
Internet, there was nothing. No 
iTunes, no YouTube, nothing. Simply 
a vast wasteland of potential, unreal­
ized by generations past. It was not 
until the iGeneration exploded on 
scene in the mid-1980s that the world 
embraced modernity to its fullest.
What is this new Internet genera­
tion, and who belongs to it? The 
“iCieneration,” as it has come to be 
known, supersedes the MTV genera­
tion of the ’70s and ’80s, and includes 
those people who spent their forma­
tive years surfing the Web for hours 
on end, making sure the words 
“library catalogue” became complete­
ly obsolete. Ladies and gentlemen, the 
iCieneration is us: you and me. So, for 
those of you who enjoy a 
hearty dose of good ol’tech­
nology in fast-forward 
mode, here it is, we’re living 
it.
Emerging within the par­
adigm of a modern world, 
the iCieneration of today has 
embraced anything “i,” or 
Internet-related, toppling 
previous models of antedilu­
vian advancement. With the
birth of the Internet, modern titans MySpace page, 
such as Apple, Google, and Microsoft With new game systems like the 
have inched their “isms” into main- Nintendo Wii and Hlaystarion 3 pop- 
stream culture, leaving us gaga for ping up like mushrooms, combined 
more toys to play with and more pro- with the technolc^ of more MP3 
nouns to pronounce. players than we know what to do
If you don’t have an iPod, haven’t with, stimubrion during this age of
/ ' - i';- . ’ ' •• V.- . -, r. c, .■
¡Generation
C;OURTESY PHOTO
“¡Generation” has come to be known as the new Internet generation, 
which superseded the MTV generation of the ’70s and ’80s.
checked out Google Earth, or have no 
clue what Vista means to Microsoft, 
you are simply out of the loop and 
need to be informed. And don’t even 
get me started if you don’t have a
The iGeneration o f today has 
embraced anything “i,” or Intemet- 
idated, toppling previous models o f 
antediluvian advancement
technological exploration is a non 
issue.
On the contrary, we are constantly 
being bombarded with stimuli, forc­
ing many of us to hide out 
on the outer rim of social 
interaction in hopes of 
catching our breath.
But let’s be serious, I 
wouldn’t have it any other 
way. This is our time, our 
age, our generation, our 
lives. We are bound togeth- 
er by a social network dri­
ven by technology. So 
buckle your seatbelts peo­
ple, we’re in this for the long haul.
Alexandra Bezdikian is a Jiyumalism 
senior ivith a minor in religious studies. E~ 
mail (juestions or comments to
alhezdikian(^mail.com
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How television is destroying America
Daniel McNally
C avalier Daily (U .V ir o in ia )
“Lost,” “The Office,” “24,” 
“Arrested Development” and 
“Prison Break.” What do all these 
shows have in common? They are 
entertaining, wildly addictive, avail­
able on DVD and ruining America’s 
youth (myself included).
If you haven’t watched these or
any similar shows, you must have an 
angel watching over you. My only 
advice for you is that you sell your 
TV and remove your computer’s 
DVD player to maintain this blissful 
ignorance. Pick up a hobby like 
chess or collecting french fries that 
look like former presidents. If you 
are in a room and you hear some­
one say, “Did you see that last 
episode of ‘Lost’?” or “‘24’ is on
tonight,” leave immediately and take 
a cold shower.
It may sound harsh, but drastic 
measures are needed if one is to 
avoid these temptations. These 
shows are like cocaine, only they’re 
measured in episodes instead of 
kilos, and they’re 10 times as addic­
tive. Despite the similarities, I 
wouldn’t advise grinding up season 
DVDs into a fine powder and snort­
ing them in an attempt to watch 
episodes faster. Don’t ask me how I 
know this is a bad idea, just don’t do 
it.
The point is, once you’re hooked 
you will waste days and even weeks 
watching DVDs, downloading 
entire seasons online and salivating 
over new episodes. For me, it has 
gotten to the point where I’m anx­
iously waiting for the day I can 
spend 18 hours watching an entire 
season of the same show in one sit­
ting. Mondays have gone from my 
most dreaded day of the week to my 
most anticipated, thanks to “24” at 9 
p.m. I won’t even let myself watch a 
single episode of “Lost” — I’d rather 
not lose f>() hours of my life to 
another show.
Early estimates are that the cost 
to this nation of a single season of 
“24” adds up to $1.8 trillion in lost 
work hours and medical costs for 
treating fans who suffer from with-
see TV, page 9
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SPOTUGHT
New \brk  Mozart Opera Festival presents 
‘The Magic Flute’ for one nig^t only
Janelle Eastridge
MUSTANG DAILY
When 2006 C'al Poly graduate 
Jessica Reed left San Luis 
Obispo for Boston in the fall to 
pursue a master’s degree in 
music, she had high hopes of 
entering the professional opera 
world upon graduation.
But that time has come soon­
er than expected — Reed will 
be making her professional debut 
tonight in the Mozart Festival 
Opera’s performance of 
Mozart’s, “The Magic Flute.”
“This is a dream come true for 
me — to make a professional 
debut on my home stage,” she 
said. “I definitely didn’t except it 
to come this soon.”
Reed first met “The Magic 
Flute” director Giorgio Lalov last 
February during a master’s class — 
a special class in which selected 
music students perform for and are 
critiqued by professionals. Last year, 
Lalov had been impressed with 
Reed’s-talent, informing her that 
she was “ready to enter the profes­
sion world.”
At that pivotal coffee meeting, 
he turned this praise into a reality, 
offering Reed a chance to perform 
with the company at both Cal Poly 
tonight and again in Boston on 
March 6.
“Luckily my school (the New 
England Conservatory of Music) 
really values hands-on experience, 
much like Cal Poly,” Reed said. “So 
they really value us going out to 
get professional experience while 
we’re still students.”
The Mozart Festival Opera —
COURI KSY PHOTO
“The Magic Flute” is showing tonight at 8 in Harman Hall. A student 
rush will take place an hour before the show begins where tickets will 
be available for $5 with a valid PolyCard.
sister company of Teatro Lirico 
D’Europa — made its U.S. debut in 
fall 2003. Since then, the company 
has successfully completed tours of 
“Don Ciiovanni” and “Le Nozzle di 
Figaro,” adding “The Magic Flute” 
to its repertoire this year.
“The Magical Flute,” or “Die 
Zauberflote,” is the whimsical love 
story of the Egyptian prince 
Tammo with a magical flute and a 
bird catcher Papageno, who are on 
a somewhat perilous quest for love. 
Reed will be performing the 
comic role of Papageno.
The work will feature a 50-piece 
orchestra, a full-operatic chorus 
and internationally renowned 
soloists. The opera will be present­
ed in the original German with 
English subtitles projected above 
the stage.
Music department lecturer 
Jacalyn Kreitzer will conduct a pre­
show lecture on the opera at 7 p.m.
m thtin the Philips Hall 
Performing Arts Center.
“1 will be giving the synopsis for 
Mozart’s opera “Magic Flute” or, in 
Cierman, “ Die Zauberflote,” 
Kreitzer wrote in an e-mail inter­
view. “ Mozart was a Mason, as was 
his father, and 1 will be explaining 
the Masonic, esoteric significance 
of the opera.”
Showing in Harman Hall in the 
Performing Arts Center, the opera 
will begin its one-night perfor­
mance at 8 tonight.
Tickets for the performance 
range from $42 to $54, with stu­
dent discounts available.Tickets can 
be purchased at the Performing 
Arts Center ticket office, at 
www.pacslo.org, or by calling (805) 
756-2787.
There will be a student rush an 
hour before the show begins where 
tickets will be $5 with a valid 
PolyCard.
TV
continued from page 8
drawal symptoms from episode to 
episode. When a nuclear bomb went 
off in the world of “24” a few weeks 
ago, the White House released a 
statement saying that the bomb 
would have been less devastating 
had it gone off in real life. George 
Bush then attempted to persuade 
the actor who portrays President 
Wayne Palmer to enforce stricter 
regulations on suspected terrorists.
The real story, however, is how 
these shows can have such a big 
effect on so many people in the fint 
place. Let’s face it, they are often 
repetitive, Car-fetched and pre­
dictable. Watching an episode with­
out knowing all the characters and 
the plot can be confusing and does­
n’t amount to the same experience. 
So, what makes these shows so 
appealing?
It’s that they are good at making 
viewers feel that they are important. 
These shows instill in us a desire to 
know and understand the alternate 
universes they provide. They make 
us want to empathize with and 
relate to their characters. That’s why 
I’m eagerly hoping Jim and Pam 
from “The Oflice” will one day be 
together and that Tom Lennox from 
“24” isn’t killed for trying to save 
the president.
When a show makes the fate of 
its characters mean something to us, 
it can bring out a wide range of 
emotions in its viewers. This pro­
vides a refreshing change of pace 
from our own lives, where we
sometimes need an escape from our 
mundane work and responsibilities.
The fact of the matter is that 
these shows are a little too good at 
getting their audiences hooked for 
our own good.That’s why I’m urg­
ing you at home to limit the dam­
age and avoid watching TV alto­
gether. You’re better off pretending 
prime time programming doesn’t 
exist. After all, what you don’t know
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Daily predicts Oscar winners
Devan McClaine
MUSIANG DAILY
This year’s Academy Awards seem 
to be absolutely loaded. I can’t recall a 
year this good since 1994, which fea­
tured “Forrest Gump,” “Shawshank 
Redemption” and “Pulp Fiction.” 
This year’s trio of “Babel,” “The 
Departed” and “Little Miss Sunshine” 
should run as close a race as the class 
of 1994. The best actor nominees are 
also stacked, unlike years past.
Best Picture nominees:
“Babel”
“The Departed”
“Letters from Iwojima”
“Little Miss Sunshine”
“The Queen”
I’ve said it before and I’ll say it 
again, “The Departed” is the best 
movie 1 have seen since “C’rash.”The 
cast, Nicholson, DiCaprio, Wahlberg 
and Sheen, combined with one of the 
greatest directors of this generation in 
Martin Scorsese should equal an 
Oscar. It’s Easily one of the most 
dynamic movies of the last decade.
Best Actor nominees:
Leonardo DiCaprio in 
“Blood Diamond”
Ryan Gosling in “Half Nelson”
Peter O ’Toole in “Venus”
Will Smith in
“The Pursuit of Happyness”
Forest Whitaker in
“The Last King of Scodand”
Whitaker will probably take this 
and deservedly so. However, Smith 
put forth a moving performance in 
“Pursuit” opposite his son.The movie 
is a tear-jerker, and Big Willy’s charis­
ma helps turn the film into a feel­
good story.
Best Actress nominees:
Penelope Cruz in “Volver”
judi Dench in “Notes on a Scandal”
Helen Mirren in “The Queen”
Paul Greengrass for “United 93”
Meryl Streep in
“The Devil Wears Prada”
Kate Winslet in “Little Children”
I’ve got to go with Kate Winslet; 
she has been nominated five times 
and she’s only 31. Winslet is riveting 
in “Little Children,” which is proba­
bly the best movie that nobody has 
seen. Winslet doesn’t exactly carry' the 
film, but is the primary' reason why 
you can’t take your eyes off the 
screen.
Best Director nominees:
Alejandro González Iñárritii 
for “Babel”
Martin Scorsese for “The Departed”
Clint Eastwood
for “Letters from Iwojima”
Stephen Frears for “The Queen.”
If Scorsese doesn’t win, he should 
send Travis Bickle to the homes of 
every Academy voter. The movie is 
explosive and Scorsese helped light 
the fuse. He helped push an amazing 
cast to deliver the year’s best film.
can’t hurt you.
As for me, there is no hope. I’ll 
have to hit rock bottom before I 
ever recover. I’m going to spend the 
next few weekends cooped up in 
my room, catching up on earlier 
seasons of “24” and letting my brain 
rot. At least I’ll be thoroughly enter­
tained. After that, you know, maybe 
I will borrow those season-one 
DVDs of “Lost” after all.
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write a letter
Mustang Daily reserves the nght to 
edit letters for grammar, profanities and 
length. Letters, commentaries and car­
toons do not represent the views of the 
Mustang Daily. Please limit length to 250 
words. Letters should include the writer's 
full name, phone number, major and class 
standing. Letters must come from a Cal 
Poly e-mail account Do not send letters 
as an attachment. Please send the text in 
the body of the e-mail.
By e-mail:
mustangdailyopinions@gmail.com 
By mail:
Letters to the Editor 
BmkJing 26. Room 226 
Cal Poly SLO, CA 93407
corrections
The Mustang Daily staff takes pride in 
publishing a daily newspaper for the Cal 
Poly campus and the neighbonng com- 
murxty. We appreciate your readership 
and are thankful for your careful reading. 
Please send your correction suggestions 
to mustangdaily@gmail.com
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public forum." Student editors have full 
authority to make at content decisions 
without censorship or advance approval.
The Mustang Daily is a free newspa­
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to a cost of 50 cents per issue.
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DATING COLUMN
Ixivina learning ancl Ihing
C affeinated cramming ses­sions. Pert professors. Lamented love affairs. 
On the list of clichés under the 
heading of “unifying college expe­
riences,” there’s a major one that 
most of us won’t ever forget when 
we think back to our college days: 
The fond (or repulsive) recollec­
tion of our merriment and misad­
ventures with roommates.
Freshman year, it’s you and your 
dorm mate.You share a cozy 12-by- 
12 space with another terrified 
freshman who tries, as you do, to 
nuke the best of the new experi­
ence by hanging posters on every 
spare square inch of brick wall, and 
stocking the mini-fridge with 
drinks (like water).
Dorm-roomnute. stories cover
4
every genre, from horror to epic to 
romance. Maybe you get along with 
your roomie swimmingly; or you 
spend most of your time out social­
izing for the sole purpose of avoid­
ing him or her; or you are plainly 
indifferent to each other, but take 
care to mind when there’s a 
scrunchie on the doorknob.
Then you move on, perhaps to 
sophomore on-campus residencies 
or migrate into the big scary off- 
campus world of leases and land­
lords. Presuming you 
have some choice in 
your living arrange­
ment, it’s a sensible, 
easy route to pick a 
group of friends with 
whom you get 
along... right?
So you may think!
Whether you’re an 
apartment nonud or 
you’ve had the same 
roommate since dorm 
life; whether you live
applies: just because you love 
each other to pieces doesn’t 
necessarily mean you can live 
together.
For example: generally
speaking, having a good, solid 
friendship seems like golden 
ground upon which to build a 
steady roommate-ship. But 
even the closest of BFFs won’t 
know they can share a kitchen, 
bedroom and-bathroom with­
out killing each other.
In the same way, having a 
healthy, stable relationship (and 
obviously, mutual desire) seems 
like enough rationale to move 
in; but you may not really know 
your significant other as well as 
you’d like to think.
If we could set up a camera to 
scrutinize our own behavior with 
for a 24-hour period, we would end 
up with a video chock-fuU of the 
little quirks and idiosyncrasies 
potential roommates would have to 
live with.
Some examples? You use a new 
cup every time you get a drink from 
the kitchen. You leave your socks in 
little corners in the bedroom and 
forget you ever took them off. You 
are loyal to the sacred order in 
which you perform your preparato-
m
/y/ • !(//'(//? ( Ht/'/xt/n /
When you get along with 
someone so well, you predict only 
the best for a cohabiting 
arrangement; but you’ll never 
know until you live it.
It’s a process that takes time and a 
ton of patience. When you get along 
with someone so well, you predict 
only the best for a cohabiting 
arrangement; but you’ll never know 
until you live it.
When it comes to romantic rela­
tionships and cohabitation, love isn’t 
necessarily enough.
To address the so-called statistics: 
the psycho-babble — the psycho­
logical findings that become mis­
construed on their way into the 
mainstream — on cohabitation is 
complex and shouldn’t be reduced 
to if-then logic. Living together 
before marriage does not “cause” 
divorce. The 
c o r r e l a t io n s  
stand on their 
own and need 
context to be 
understood.
Moving in 
together is a 
huge step in a 
relationship. It 
means a new 
sense of obliga­
tion, of respon-
with one ry morning bathroom rituals. sibility; it means that in way, you
other roomie or five; and whether Your friend or your will be answering to one other per- 
you have desigiuted dinner nights boyfriend/girlfnend would have to son, and he or she will be answering 
or keep entirely to yourselves, living spend 24 houn a day with you for to you.
with roommates in college proves at least a few weeks to fully accli- Flarmony is possible... as long as 
this truth: you can’t Hve with just mate to your peculiarity, and vice you both know what to expect, 
anybody, no matter how fond you versa (unless you’re really a terror, in O f course, there are fundamental 
are of each other. which case, it will either uke no living habits to get used to. Perhaps
In relationships, the same rule time at all, or much, much longer), he/she goes to bed at 9:30 pm. and
you’re up at 1:30 a.m.; he or she 
likes to eat dinner at 6 p.m. on the 
dot, and you sometimes just snack; 
he or she thinks everything has its 
place, while you have a “less struc­
tured” philosophy.
Also, your autonomy will be... 
“observed,” if not monitored. 
Knowing someone is waiting for 
you when you get home at night is 
a basic human need; but, at the same 
time, there’s some degree of pres.sure 
in having to account for your 
whereabouts to each other (hope­
fully not to excess).
Your spending habits, too, will 
direedy affect your live-in love. This 
isn’t to say you’re going so far as to 
open a joint checking account; but 
when you become half-responsible 
for your mutual rent, utilities, gro­
ceries, and other basics, money 
becomes an issue you must share.
Living together has the potential 
to either strengthen or weaken even 
the most compadble of reladon- 
ships. O f the myriad things to think 
about, perhaps the most important 
thing to keep in mind is this: it ukes 
concerted effort and mutual under- 
sunding as well as love and affecdon 
to keep any reladonship — between 
roommates, significant others, or 
both — happy and funedoning.
Samh Carbonel is an English and 
psychologY junior and Mustat^ Daily 
datit  ^columnist.
Got something to say?
S en d  a  le tte r to  th e ed itor!
submit your opinions in 250 words or less to mustan9dailyopinionS@gfTUlil.COfn
LETTERS
TO THE EDITOR
Republicans got U.S. into 
wars in the first place
Do not be dissing the 
Democrats, Brian Eller! In 
your column, you said 
“Democrats have tried to 
undermine the military success 
and safety of our country.” But 
he fails to point out that the 
Vietnam, Gulf, and Iraq wars 
were all initiated by i
RepiiNic.'th‘'pri?sidentL
You also said that “the 
Vietnam War happened under 
the watch of a Democratic 
president.” You forgot to men­
tion that the RepubKcan 
President I)wight Eisenhower 
was the first president to send 
American troops to train the 
South Vietnamese army in 
1950, and that the war hap­
pened under the watch of 
both parties. Eller, know your 
role!
Also, I can’t believe that you 
criticized “The Vagina 
Monologues” without even 
reading it!
Selina Chang
Software engineering sophomore
f?f D
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STAFF COMMENTARY
EA Sports: Its in the (monopoly) game
T here was once a time when the Madden NFL video game series was 
the best on the market by its own 
merits.
Now it is the best simply by 
default.
The Madden series used to stand 
proudly above rivals such as the 
NFL Quarterback Club, NFL 
CiameDay and NFL Xtreme series.
Then, something happened that 
the “Madden” series’ publisher — 
EA Sports — and nobody else 
could have predicted.
A game was better.
Any unbiased eye can see that 
ESPN NFL 2K5 was superior to 
Madden NFL 2005 in nearly every 
way possible. In fact, its graphics 
and gameplay are in many ways still 
better than even Madden NFL 
2007.
Now, don’t get it twisted.
The Madden series has always 
been a quality game. Its e.xplosion 
in popularity in the 1990s is a tes­
tament to that fact. Madden '96 on 
Sega Cienesis might be the finest 
16-bit football game ever created.
So you won’t find EA Sports 
bashing without reason here.
Flowever, it was decidedly unfair 
for EA Sports to sign an e.xclusive 
agreement with the NFL in 
December 20()4 — shortly after 
ESPN NFl 2K5’s release — in 
order to block publisher Sega 
Sports and developer Visual 
C^mcepts from continuing the 
NFL 2K series.
That’s called a monopoly.
Simply put, EA Sports whimped 
out. The company knew it was 
beat, on more fronts than one.
For starters, ESPN NFL 2K5 
only cost S20 for the PlayStation2
and Xbox platforms. Madden NFL 
2005 costed $50.
As soon as the gamer boots up 
ESPN NFL 2K5,they feel as if they 
are immersed in SportsCenter, with 
authentic music and personalities 
everywhere they look. Chris 
Herman greets gamers with his 
enjoyable quips prior to kickoff, 
Suzy Kolber reports from the side­
lines and you actually get halftime 
and week-by- 
week clips and 
highlights of 
games through­
out the league.
The com­
mentary was 
smoother, too.
Whereas the 
ESPN NFL 2K5 
c o m m en ta to rs  
have provocative 
discussions and 
m ild-m annered 
arguments dur­
ing the game — — —li—« i —
like a real broad­
cast — the Madden serie;*’ com­
mentary is plain, uninspired and 
choppy.
While the gamer might hear 
something like, “New York has 
struggled to control the line of 
scrimmage, as evidenced by these 
time of possession stats” on ESPN 
NFL 2K5,the Madden counterpart 
might go something like, 
“('incinnati...has two timeouts 
remaining...down by 14...in 
the...third quarter.”
The Madden games are like 
McDonald’s food; it is popular and 
might taste good, but is prepack­
aged. lacks attention tt) detail and 
you know there's probably some­
thing better.
If you own an 
Xbox 360 and 
have not decided 
what NFL game 
to buy, don’t pick 
up Madden NFL 
2007.
As soon as EA Sports threw the 
lasso around NFL exclusivity, it 
began to mail it in.
And why not?
It has no current competition.
There is no real reason for EA 
Sports to strive to improve the 
quality of its Madden games for the 
time being because they know die­
hard football fans and gamers alike 
will shell out hard-earned money 
to get the most 
recent NFL 
game.
And there is 
only one per 
year.
The one thing 
that the NFL 
Q u a r t e r b a c k  
Club, NFL 
GameDay and 
NFL Xtreme 
series can be 
credited with — 
while they were 
inferior com­
petitors to both 
the Madden and NFL 2K series — 
was giving EA Sports and Sega 
Sports reason to push the envelope.
The Madden series hit rock bot­
tom with this past fall’s release of 
Madden NFL 2007 on the Xbox 
360.
If you own an Xbox 360 and 
have not decided what NFL game 
to buy, don’t pick up Madden NFL 
2007.
The reason?
You can get the same game — 
Madden NFL 2006 — for roughly 
$.30 cheaper used.
Madden NFL 2007 is inexplica­
bly absent of certain features even 
HA Sports had been able to staple
down in the past.
But for some reason, gamers can 
no longer create players without 
going through a rigorous training 
combine.
Why can’t the gamer edit player 
attributes? There is no way, for 
instance, to improve Dallas quarter­
back Tony Rom o’s preseason rating 
of a journeyman to Fro Bowl sta­
tus. It’s unrealistic.
And where the hell are the his­
toric rosters?
Folks, these are features that the 
Madden series had implemented 
more than a half decade ago on the 
original PlayStation!
Why are they suddenly missing 
on Xbox 360, a console that dwarfs 
the original PlayStation in every 
capability imaginable?
2K Sports announced Jan. 31 
that the wheels are in motion for a 
next-generation game called All- 
Pro Football 2K8, which will not 
feature any NFL teams, players, sta­
diums and so on.
It’s nice to see 2K Sports getting 
back into the ring, but sad to see 
them forced to resort to making a 
non-NFL title simply because EA 
Sports is too chicken to man up 
and put out a better game than its 
chief competitor.
Yes. the Madden series is here to 
stay and does excel in aspects such 
as franchise mode and practice play.
But when it comes to simple 
gameplay. Madden NFL 2007 tm 
Xbox 360 can’t even hold a candle 
to I99rsTecmo Super Bowl on the 
Nintendo Entertainment System.
Let alone ESPN NFL 2K5.
I'ristiW Aini is <i jotirthtlisnt senior 
and Mnstaii[> Daily sfiorls editor.
STAFF EDITORIAL
OIQ it^ s time we had a litde 
chat about opinions...
W elcome to the opinions page. Yep, opinions.as in fx'ople’s views. The Mustang Daily serves as the public ft)rum for C'al Poly stu­
dents and faculty, meaning that when you send us a 
(coherent) letter to the editor, we run it. When you send 
us a (cohea*nt) guest commentarv; we . 
run that uh). We want to get your 
voice and mess.ige out ti> the general 
student population if you’ve got something 
to s,iy.
We also h.ive columnists, like Sarah over 
thea' on the left. You’a* pmbably pa*tty 
familiar with this year’s columnist lineup by 
now (and if iu>t. just look to the bar on the 
right). Again, we tr\- to bring in ditfea'iit 
views and opinions evers’ week so that 
you. our aviders. can see what’s going 
on outside your bubble and think 
twice about your beliefs and decisions.
Now get a*ady for something extraoali- 
nary, folks: they’a* columnists. Coinninists.
They don’t write straight-up news articles 
for the Mustang Daily; moreover, they don’t
tion. If you’a* kH)king for objective a*ports on what’s h.ip- 
ps'iiing around campus and in the community; that’s what 
the a*st of the paper’s all about. But hea*, in the section 
)ou’a* a ’ading right now, it’s ,tll about personal points of 
view.
Articles don’t exist in the opinions sec- 
tion — just commentaries, editorials 
(opinions that a*flect the editorial stafl). 
columns and letters to the editor. Furthermoa', 
columns, commentaries and letters to the editor 
do not neci'ss.irily a-flect the opinions of the 
Mustang Daily editorial staff.
So if you h.ive your own thouglits on a par­
ticular topic, by all means, write in. This is 
why the Mustang Daily exists — to 
share stories and thoughts. You can 
send in letters to nuistangdailyopin- 
ionsl^t/gmail.com (see the ad on page 10 
for further instructions) or you can send 
in guest commentaries, which slu)uld be 
aaiund 500 woafs and cover original
ÎBocmï?
The Mustang Daily is 
always accepting 
g u e t t  c o m m e n ta rie s .
Qmimcnuiies“ should be about 5tX> 
wsirds bng and on an ongfnal topic.
Send with your year and major to
mustai^ dailjraiplittoiis^ gnuuLconi
BARRIE MAGUIRE NF.wsART topics (see the ad on the upper right).
If you’ve ever thought about writing in 
receive academic credit and are not paid for their contri- but haven’t yet, you should the next time you’re feeling 
butioas. Instead, they have to come up with a fiesh topic passionate about something. Without the courage to speak 
every week and write 6(K) to 8(K) words about it. It’s a up, this page could become pretty darn bland. Keep it 
challenging job. spicy.
They’re not journalists in this context — they’re ordi­
nary students who have stepped up to contribute their 
writings, every week for your enjoyment and c.pnsidera-
r» s A ♦ » •
Editorials reflect the opinion of the Mustanj^ Daily edito­
rial staff.
• ' • . . .. ,U * , » *1, ■>
Check out today’s
Online Exclusive 
Column
" WWW,mustangdaily.net
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WANT MORE???
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The Bunion
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Book Reviews
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The Word on 
the Screen
by Ryan Chartrand 
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Blair announces withdrawal o f  at 
least 1 ,600 British troops from  Iraq
David Stringer
ASS(X lAlKI) PRESS
LONDON — liritish troops have 
achieved many tangible successes in Iraq 
— securing oil platforms, rounding up 
rogue police units and driving smugglers 
carrying weapons and contraband from 
waterways and border crossings.
Now some of these tasks will be 
ceded to Iraqi troops for good.
Under proposals laid out by Prime 
Munster Tony Blair on Wednesday, 
Britain will withdraw about 1,600 
troops from Iraq over the coming 
months and hopes to make other cuts to 
Its 7,100-strong contingent by late sum­
mer.
British troops would likely stay in the 
southern Basra region until at least 2(M)8, 
training local forces, working to secure 
the Iran-lraq border and maintaining 
supply routes to U.S. and coalition 
troops in central Iraq, Blair told legisla­
tors.
Britain could further reduce its force 
level to below 5,(MM) once a base at Basra 
Palace is transferred to Iraqi control in 
late summer, the prune minister said.
“What all of this means is not that 
Basra is how we want it to be. But it does 
mean that the next chapter in Basra’s his­
tory can be written by Iraqis,’’ Blair said.
I he announcement, on the same day 
Denmark said it would withdraw its 460 
troops, comes as the U.S. is implement­
ing an increase of 21,(M)0 more troops 
for Iraq — putting Washington on an
opposite track as its main coalition allies.
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
played dow'n the British pullback, saying 
it is consistent with the U.S. plan to turn 
over more control to Iraqi forces.
“The British have done what is really 
the plan for the country as a whole, 
which is to transfer security responsibil­
ity to the Iraqis as the situation permits,” 
Rice said. “The coalition remains intact 
and, in fact, the British still have thou­
sands of troops deployed in Iraq.”
British troops have performed many 
humanitarian tasks — helping open 
hundreds of schools, fitting hospitals 
with modern equipment and replacing 
leaky water pipes — but some say the 
real British legacy is likely to be a con­
solidation of Shiite control.
British forces already acquiesced to a 
‘situation of quiet sectarian cleansing’ in 
the south, said Anthony Cordesman, an 
expert on Iraq at the Washington-based 
Center for Strategic and International 
Studies.The decision to pull out of Basra 
only underscored the political reality of 
Shiite primacy in the region, he said.
Rear Adm. Richard Cobbold, director 
of the military think tank Royal United 
Services Institute in London, said 
Britain’s decision to pull back “needed 
to be made.”
“I would admit that there is a sense of 
uncertainty, but things are not getting 
better with the British in Basra,” he said. 
“The British are aggravating tensions by 
just being there.”
British troops have mounted recent 
operations against Shiite militia, most 
notably raiding a Basra police station in 
December that had been run by a rogue 
police squad and freeing 70 people held 
captive.
Some analysts fear a militia resur­
gence once British troops withdraw 
and warn Iran may attempt to step up 
its influence in the region.
Blair’s official spokesman, on cus­
tomary condition of anonymity in line 
with policy, acknowledged British offi­
cials “still believed Iranian supplied 
ordinance is coming across the border,”
But Blair said the decision to with­
draw was made because the south had 
“no Sunni insurgency, no al-Qaida 
base, little Sunni on Shia violence.” The 
Iraqi capital Baghdad, however, was suf­
fering from what he called an “orgy of 
terrorism unleashed upon it in order to 
crush any possibility of it functioning.”
The other major coalition partners in 
Iraq include South Korea (2,300 
troops), Poland (900), Australia and 
Georgia (both 800) and Romania 
(600), according to the Brookings 
Institution.
South Korea plans to halve its 2,3(H)- 
member contingent in the northern 
city of Irbil by April, and is under pres­
sure from parliament to devise a plan 
for a complete withdrawal by year’s 
end. Polish President Lech Kaczynski 
.has said his country’s troops would stay 
no longer than December.
G erm an official warns 
against unrealistic 
expectations for 
M ideast peace push
Anne Gearan
ASS(X:iATEl) PRESS
BERLIN — Germany’s foreign minister warned Wednesday 
against building unrealistic expectations for a U.S.-backed push 
toward peace between Israel and the Palestinians.
Still, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier 
cheered the effort led by Secretary of State C'ondoleezza Rice, 
who came to Europe to report on her meeting Monday with 
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas and Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert.
“We have to show a great deal of realism,” and not get ahead 
of what is still a tentative but hopeful process, Steinmeier said 
following a meeting with Rice.
He acknowledged, as Rice has done, that peace prospects are 
clouded by uncertainty over the political role of Palestinian 
Hamas militants.
Asked about Britain’s decision to pull some 1,6(K) troops 
from Iraq, Rice said the move is consistent with the U.S. plan to 
turn over more control to Iraqi forces when possible.
“The British have done what is really the plan for the coun­
try as a whole, which is to transfer security responsibility to the 
Iraqis as the situation permits,” Rice said at a press conference 
with Steinmeier.
“The coalition remains intact and, in fact, the British still have 
thousands of troops deployed in Iraq,” she said.
Prime Minister Tony Blair said earlier in the day that Britain 
would withdraw around 1,600 troops fiom Iraq over the com­
ing months and aims to cut its 7,100 troop levels to below .S,(KM) 
by late summer.
Rice and Abbas were holding separate meetings in Berlin on 
a new power-sharing deal between Hamas and the moderate. 
Western-backed Abbas.
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International
briefs
ROME (AP) — Premier 
Rom.iiu) Prodi resigned 
Wednesday after nine months in 
office following an embarrass­
ing loss by his center-left gov­
ernment in the Senate on for­
eign policy, including Italv’s 
military mission in Afghanistan.
Prodi aides did not rule out 
the possibility that President 
(liorgio Napolitano. who 
accepted the resignation, would 
ask Prodi to try to form a new 
government.
Napohtano’s office said polit­
ical consultations would begin 
Thursday on which leaders 
might have enough support to 
form a new government. In the 
meantime, it said, the president, 
who met with Prodi on 
Wednesday night, had asked 
him to stay on in a caretaker 
role.
• • •
BERLIN (AP) — Secretary 
of State Condoleezza Rice on 
Wednesday called a Russian 
general’s warning that Poland 
and the Czech Republic risk 
being targeted if they host U.S. 
missile defense bases ‘extremely 
unfortunate.’
Rice also repeated assurances 
the system does not threaten 
Russia.
(ien. Nikolai Solovtsov, head 
of Russia’s strategic missile 
forces, said Monday that Russia 
might train its missiles on the 
two countries if they accept a 
U.S. proposal to base 10 inter­
ceptor missiles in Poland and a 
radar in the Czech Republic.
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Texas cam pus oflFers M ean  
Greens, low -calorie cafe 
w ith  sm aller portions
Jamie Stengle
ASS(X1AItn I'KI SS
DENTON, Texas — These days 
Mean Cireen means more than the 
green-jerseyed football team at the 
University of North Texas.
The campus also has a hot new 
cafeteria called Mean Greens. And as 
you might suspect, it serves up a lot 
of green, and otherwise healthy, food.
Steven Ciarza says he’s been eating 
most meals there since it opened in 
October. C')ne day recently, he was 
dining on a turkey sandwich, three 
pieces of sushi, vegetable soup, milk 
and water.
Ciarza likes the fact that an entree 
generally has fewer than 3(K) calories 
and 10 grams of fat. And me.ils with 
an entree and three side dishes usual­
ly total no more than 4(K) calories, so 
it’s easy to keep track of how much 
you’re eating. Students are limited to 
one main dish but can eat ,»s many, 
side orders — usually salads or veg­
etables — as they want.
‘In other cafeterias it's unlimited. 
It's the reason why pet)ple put on the 
Freshman 15.’ s.ud Ciarza, a self- 
described health nut.
Mean Cireens, serving up alxnit 
1 ,(KK) meals over dinner and lunch, is
doing a bit better than two other 
similar-sized cafeterias on the sprawl­
ing campus, said Regenia Phillips, 
director of dining services at UNT. 
The competing campus dining spots 
offer everything from barbecue to 
pizza to more traditional cafeteria 
lines. There are also two other larger 
dining halls on this campus of 32,(K)0 
students.
Mean Greens manager Peter 
Balabuch seems to be pleased with 
how his operation is doing.
‘The people that have come like 
the offerings. We can keep them 
coming,’ he said.
Phillips said that opening Mean 
Cireens was a risk because even 
though students said they wanted 
healthy options, it was hard to tell if 
they would actually choose healthier.
Students today are more health­
conscious. and there are ‘definitely 
more and more options,’ said Jodi 
Smith of the National Association of 
Gollege ty University’ Food Services.
Across the country, university 
cafeterias are trying to serve up less 
processed and lower-salt items, more 
organic products and access to nutri­
tional information on Web sites or in 
the cafeteria, said Russ Meyer, presi­
dent of the National Association of
C'ollege A University Food Services.
The Mean Greens C’afe showcas­
es three potential meals each day 
and displays a nutritional tally. On 
one day, a display meal included a 
plate of herb-crusted chicken with 
peas, rice and carrots totaling 3H5 
calories and 9.2 tat grams. Also 
offered were shrimp tacos with the 
same sides totaling 447 calories with 
about 10.7 fat grams, and a grilled 
chicken breast with peas, beans and 
carrots adding up to 289 calories 
with 6.5 grams of fat.
Tin always looking at those little 
tags,’ said 21-year-old Garza, who 
likes to get about 30 grams of pro­
tein per meal and not exceed 10 
grams of fat.
Desserts are all 150 calories or 
less, with choices that include 
brownies, peanut butter ct)okies and 
a mini chocolate torte with straw-r 
berry sauce.
Low-calorie items are marked 
and among the offerings at the 
school’s other cafeterias, but m the 
Mean Greens cafe there’s less temp­
tation.
As Phillips points out, choosing a 
chicken breast mer a cheeseburger 
is a little more difficult when they’re 
sitting right next to each other.
Police respond to bom b scare 
at cofFee shop near UCLA
Michaela Hulstyn
DAILY HRUIN (UCl A)
LOS ANCiELES — Part of (iayley Avenue was shut down Monday 
night after an unknown man dropped off a suspicious package at the 
C’offee Bean and Tea Leaf on the corner ofWeyburn and Ciayley avenues, 
according to Los Angeles Police Department officials.
All of the customers at the coffee shop were evacuated from around 
7:35 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., said Annaliza Burnacod, a (loffee Bean employ­
ee.
Burnacod said a man came into the shop before 7:35 p.m. and gave the 
package, about half the size of a manila envelope, to a table of customers, 
who said they thought they could hear it ticking.
She said the customers called the police, who responded and also 
brought a bomb squad and the fire department.
‘Everyone was surprised,' she said. ‘We didn’t think it was an actual 
bomb, but then the police came and yelled ‘Evacuate now,’so we ran out.’
Lety Cdiaure, an LAP!) bomb squad official, said it was that force that 
responded to the call.
None of the officers on duty Monday night were available for com­
ment.
Burnacod said the squad ‘blew up’ the package at around 9:15 p.m.
David Yanez, a fifth-year philosophy student, was driving past the 
blocked-off street around 9 p.m.
‘Pretty much from Lindbrook on (the street) was shut down, with cop 
cars with their lights on in the middle of the street,’ he said.
Yanez said he and his friends, wondering what was going on, tried to 
speak to a firefighter near Veteran Avenue.
‘(The firefighter) said ‘It’s controlled and it’s been taken care of.’ and 
didn’t give any more informatiou.’Yanez said.
He said he and his friends believed it may have been a bomb threat, 
but were not sure.
Burnacod said she did not get a good look at the man wlu> dropped 
off the package.
‘He was long gone before they told me what was going on,’ she said.
She added that this is the first time this has happened since she has 
worked for the C'offee Bean, and she does not know of any previous 
instances of this happening.
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continued from page 16
play against UC- Kivcrsidc, which has 
seven players 6-foot or taller. The 
defending liig West tourney champi­
on Highlanders also boast a roster 
that has swatted 159 shots this season, 
compared to only 47 by their oppo­
nents.
“They’re huge,” Mimnaugh said of 
the Highlanders. “You’ve got 6-2, 6- 
4,6-2 — that’s the frontcourt ami the 
backcourt. They’re so big, they do a 
lot of things defensively. They like to 
switch screens, which has created 
some problems already. They’re huge, 
so defensively, we’re probably going
to employ our zone. Dav'is beat (UC.' 
Kiverside) earlier this year with their 
zone, St) we’re hoping to have the 
same effect.”
The Mustangs will be trying to 
avenge a 75-65 loss at UC] Kiverside 
on Dec. 30 as part of a seven-game 
losing streak.
Chilly one game separated the Nos. 
2 through 5 teams in the liig West 
standings through Wednesday. 
Finishing in the top four is crucial 
because those teams receive a first- 
round bye in the Big West tourney, 
which runs from March 7 to 10 in 
Anaheim. The top two teams are 
awarded an automatic trip to the 
semifinals of the conference tourna­
ment.
“I feel that there’s tremendous par­
ity,” Mimnaugh said of the Big West. 
“Any team could win on any given 
night.”
And even though it took the 
Mustangs seven weeks after the sea­
son opener to get a healthy, balanced 
squad that could string together wins, 
Mimnaugh is glad it happened before 
postseason play begins.
“It’s way better to win games at the 
end of the season than in the middle,” 
she said. “You’re learning things as 
you really go along. I don’t know that 
I would have scripted it this way, but 
I’ll take it. We’re peaking at the right 
time.”
Men
continued from page 16
that will be regionally televised on
Fo.\ Sports Net Prime Ticket.
Bromley has said that possibly 
the most important statistic to him 
is field-goal percentage defense.
When asked Monday what area 
of the defense he most hopes to 
shore up, Bromley said: “It’s not 
one thing. I wish it was one thing. 
It’s multiple breakdowns from 
everybody at dift'erent times in the 
game. It’s two possessions we get 
beat on dribble penetration. Then 
we helped out too much and we 
were out-positioned on a rebound, 
then it’s not fighting through a 
screen very well.”
One thing C]al Poly has locked 
and loaded is an otVense that has 
been explosive as of late.
(]onsider these numbers:
• The Mustangs have scored 
more than 85 points in four of 
their last five games.
• Dawin Whiten tied a school 
record with eight 3-pointers on his 
way to a career-high 31 points in 
an 89-80 win over UC. Irvine on 
Feb. 10.
• Derek Stockalper set a school 
record with nine 3-pointers on his 
way to a career-high 37 points in a 
92-87 ESPNU Bracket Buster win 
over Portland State last Saturday. 
Also in that game, Titus Shelton 
went off for a career-high 20 
points.
• C)n the season, four of Cal 
Pdly’s five starters are shooting 
greater than .330 from 3-point 
range, including Stockalper (.500), 
Tyler McGinn (.417), Whiten 
(.381) and Trae Clark (.337).
• All five starters average at least 
8.5 points a game, but none more
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than 14.4 (Stockalper).
“We’ve kind of been tweaking 
with the ortense the whole time,” 
Bromley said. “We’ve got the right 
guys taking shots and with 
tremendous confidence.”
With all the weapons, teams 
have had a hard time keying on 
one player or another.
“ It’s nice to have because you 
never know what teams defensive­
ly or schematically are going to do 
against you,” Bromley said. “We’ve 
just got to keep it going.”
Cal Poly last played UC] 
Kiverside at home Dec. 30, win­
ning 67-64.The Mustangs kept the 
Highlanders in the game, however, 
by shooting only 5 for 1 1 from the 
free-throw line and committing 18 
turnovers.
“We killed them by three here,” 
Bromley joked. “They’ve got a lit­
tle bit of everything. They’ve got 
good guards. We’ve got to defend 
and rebound.”
Bromley said tonight’s game is 
particularly important because it 
could give more meaning to 
Saturday.
“ It’ll be a heck of a lot more 
exciting (Saturday) if we win on 
I hursday, because then we put 
ourselves in a position to finish as 
high as second m the conference, ” 
he said.
BY THE NUMBERS
1.6 —  BPG for Titus Shelton. 
23.7 —  Cal Poly’s 3-pointers 
attempted per game. 
342-324 —  Assist-to-tumover 
ratio for the Mustangs.
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*
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PAUL SAKUMA ASScx;iArH) PRtss 
Jens Voight of Germany wins stage three as Levi Leipheimer, right, 
comes in second during the Amgen Tour of California cycling race 
in San Jose on Wednesday.
the race. A city bus employee said 
that there would be no bus closure, 
just delays and rerouting of buses 
along Foothill and other nearby 
streets.
Dan Blanke of the San Luis 
Obispo Police Department said that 
n)ughly 25 city police ofticers will be­
at the event, .issisting volunteers and 
contmlling traftic and mail closure.
“The (]HP is primarily responsi­
ble for bringing the race down the 
state,” Blanke said. “We take over 
when it enters San Luis Obispo. 
There are certain intersections and 
mails that can only be properly man- 
.iged by ofticers."
(ftie of the most significant inter­
sections IS t'horm  Street and Foothill 
Boulevanl, Blanke said. There is a 
critical turn in the course for the rid­
ers. and the intersection tends to be 
one of the busiest on the San Luis 
Obispo portion of the course.
The riders head to Solvang on 
Frid.iy, after ending suge four in San 
Luis Obispo, for the time-trial por­
tion of the competition. Beginning ,it 
11 a.m.. that portion of the race will 
only be 14.5 milc-s long and will test 
the bikers’ speed capabilities.
The tour will come to a close 
SuniLiy in Long Beach, where riders 
will compete in their final stage, a 
77..5-mile circuit race in the city’s 
downtown. The 10-lap portion of 
the race will begin at I p.m. and is 
expected to last n)ughly 2 3/4 hours.
continued from page 16 
stage four will not be as difticult for 
him as other stages, but he is prepared 
to att.ick it just like any other stage.
The fourth portion of the race 
should be memorable for Euser and 
Hanson .is they are San Luis Obispo 
residents. The two riders occ.isionally 
ride together with a gmup of bikers 
from the area.
“It w.is am.izing to see the support 
in Napa (Euser’s hometown), and I 
am looking forward to seeing friends 
and more support in San Luis 
Obispo." Euser said.
Experts predict that the race will 
come to a close at mughly 3:22 p.m. 
today.
Kesidents and students of San Luis 
C'>bispo are advised that n)ad closure 
and bus times will be aftected due to
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Voight takes third stage; Leipheimer finishes second, maintains overall lead
ASSCX:iATEI) I'kESS
SAN JOSE — Jens Voight of 
Germany easily outsprinted race 
leader Levi Leipheimer to claim 
the third and most difficult stage 
Wednesday of the Amgen Tour of 
California.
Voight (CSC), the 2006 Tour of 
Ciermany winner who also won a 
stage of the Tour de France last 
year, claimed the 94.6-mile 
Stockton to San Jose road race in 3 
hours, 43 minutes and 44 seconds.
Leipheimer (Discovery
Channel), of Santa Rosa, gained six
bonus seconds for finishing second 
and extended his race leader from 
one to three seconds.
Voight, who gained 10 seconds 
for the first win in his long career 
in the United States, also gained 
three bonus seconds earlier in the 
stage to move into second place
Crossword
ACROSS
1 Big name tn 
menswear and 
cologne
7 Sticking points
15 Lightener
16 Fit of rage
17 Day spa 
treatment
18 Breaks
19 “Buckle up" or 
Passengers, 
keep your hands 
off the radio'“?
21 Sugar meas.
24 Some contests
25 Phoenix-to- 
Aibuquerque dir
26 Not in it for the 
money
28 Reg.
29 Senior___ Tour
32 Oblivion
33 L.. B. or J
35 Hardly four-star 
cuisine
36 Order to act 
one’s age?
39 “A God in 
Rums" novelist 
1999
40 N B A ’s 
Robinson
41 Author of “Jed, 
the Poor House 
Boy
42 Do stuff?
43 Work cycles; 
Abbr.
44 Encamp
46 Enero, para uno
47 Utah Illy
48 Noted Australian 
sprinter
49“The Odd 
Couple.’ for 
one’
54 Welcome 
indicator
55 1970's best
seller “D r ___
Diet Revolution“
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE
59
Edited by Will Shortz
Jackie Robinson 
wore it
Required 
Sized up
Fiend .. or a 
hint to this 
puzzle's theme
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23
DOWN
T V E T
Mens___
(cnminal intent, 
in law)
Bud
Devoted
Not very potent 
potable
Substituting tor, 
with “of
Kind of nest
It s to the left 
of#
“Goblin Market" 
poet Christina
Stick on
Way to get 
home
Son of Ramses I
Notlegis or 
|ud
Part of CBS 
Abbr
Harvard s motto 
Rabbi’s text
Like cheap 
lipstick
Flat peppermint 
candy
So
Extra action 
Camus subject 
“Rahi“
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1’
23 ■
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M
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61
No. 0111
7? T
TT
Kixz)« by Lm  jfcktMin n d  Itoncy
31 Glimpse 43 Fast-food giant
34 Media co 
symbol on the 
Big Board
35 1944 battle site
37 Group whose 
1946 song ‘The 
Gypsy was #1 
for 13 weeks
38 Made merry
45 Creature with a 
crest
46 Any of the 
Apennines
47 Young haddock 
49 Chesterfield.
eg
so Wall St intros
51 Bleu parts of 
French maps
52 “___ you one!'
53 Squeezed (out)
56 First name in 
tyranny
57 “The Office" 
address?
58 Firmed up
For answers call 1-900-285-5656. $1 20 a minute, or, with a 
aeditcard. 1-800-814-5554
Annual subscnptions are available to r the best of Sunday 
crosswords from the last 50 years 1-888-7-ACROSS 
Online subscriptions Todays puzzle and more than 2.000 
past puzzles, nytimes com/crosswords ($34 95 a year)
Share tips nytimes com/puzzleforum Crosswords for young 
solvers nytimes com/leaming/xwords
overall.
Christopher Horner (Predictor- 
Lotto) of Bend, Ore., finished third 
m the stage and moved into third 
overall, 15 seconds behind.
“1 think we did a great job to 
make it to the finish ahead of the 
group,” said Leipheimer, who has 
led the race since winning the pro­
logue last Sunday in San Francisco. 
“It was a hard day for our team and 
it was a real bike race today.”
Voight, Leipheimer and Horner 
were among five riders who 
reached the top of Sierra Road, the 
steepest climb of the race, after 
76.5 miles.The climb, a l,5()()-foot 
ascent in approximately three miles 
that reached an 11 percent grade, 
split the field into numerous 
groups and resulted in the race’s 
largest finishing time gaps. Nine 
riders finished outside the time 
limit and were eliminated from the 
race, reducing the field to 130.
The top three finishers eventual­
ly rode together entering San Jose 
and often exchanged positions with 
the main field closing quickly.
“1 started sprinting out of the 
final corner and when I looked 
back and saw that no one was com­
ing back to me, 1 thought it would 
be enough,” said Voight, a 2001 
race leader of the Tour de France. 
“If Levi didn’t get some seconds in 
the sprint, I would be in the lead.”
The eight-day, 639.2-mile race 
continues Thursday with 132.6- 
mile Seaside to San Luis Obispo 
road race, the longest stage of the 
race. It will primarily take the field 
on a coastal route and will include 
three lower level climbs during the 
first half of the stage and an undu­
lating final 60 miles.
The race concludes with the 
seventh stage circuit race Sunday in 
Long Beach. The winner earns 
$15,000, plus various daily stage 
and bonus money, from a total 
purse of $165,000.
Johnny
continued from page 16
house. Wayne Newton sang “Viva Las
Vegas,” but no one was listening.
I think we were just so focused on 
how his face could be that orange. 
Was it really possible?
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The game then happened, with 
more missed alley-oops than any 
sports fan could possible take. From 
the moment the NBA decided to 
have All-Star weekend in Las Vegas, 
the last thing anyone thought about 
was the game.
Kobe’s your MVP, congrats, don’t 
care. Where are more flying Elvises?
In all seriousness, how nothing 
serious happened to anyone of any 
importance this weekend is absolute­
ly beyond me. Think about this: A 
bunch of young pmfessional athletes 
who are millionaires, groupies, tree 
alcohol and gambling in a city that 
never sleeps and still nothing hap­
pened.
I’m sure David Stern didn’t sleep 
well worrying about his players
Or It might have been all those* 
Red Bulls and vodkas. The latter is 
not likely, but if it were to happen, this 
wtnild h.ive to be the place. I guess it 
could only happen in Las Vegas.
C L A S S I F I E D
HELP WANTED
Research Candidates
CMRG is actively looking for 
Research Candidates to 
participate in a clinical trial. If you 
are 18 years or older, diagnosed 
with a Sinusitis Infection and have 
had symptoms longer than 7 days 
and less than 28 days with two 
of the following: Facial Pain, 
Purulent Nasal Discharge, Frontal 
Headaches, Maxillary Dental Pain, 
or Fever, you may qualify for this 
clinical research study. Please call 
Coastal Medical Research Group 
at 805-549-7570 
for more information.
Time and travel may be 
reimbursed for qualified patients.
Day Camps Seek Summer Staff. 
San Fernando and Conejo Valley 
$3300 - $3600 (888) 784-CAMP 
www.workatcamp.com/slo
College Rep. ®reenPeace U.S.A. 
(209) 298-6654
SWIM INSTRUCTOR 
Must be great with children, fun 
and committed to teach at the 
5 Cities Swim Club Arroyo Grande 
(805) 481-6399
HELP WANTED
Winter/Spring Positions Available 
Earn up to $150 per day 
Exp not Required. 
Undercover shoppers needed 
To Judge Retail and 
Dining Establishments.
Call 800-722-4791
Part-Time AG SERVICE REP 
Responsible person w/ good 
driving record. Rexible time 
10-30 hours/ wk. Physical work 
& mechanics involved.
Fax resume 805-987-5837 or 
e-mail jim@cool-pak.com
Research Candidates
Coastal Medical Research Group, 
Inc. is conducting a clinical 
research trial for participants with 
Candidiasis. Are you 18 years 
of age or older? Do you have 
vaginal itching, burning or 
irritation? You may qualify to 
participate in this research study. 
Qualified participants will receive 
study related medical exams, 
investigational medication and 
reimbursement for time and travel.
Call for more information: 
Coastal Medical Research Group. 
Inc. 805-549-7570
HELP WANTED
English Students: Do you need 
improvement in writing decent 
essays or analyzing texts? Do you 
have an upcoming WPE or GWR?
I am an experienced, certified 
English tutor who can help you find 
easy solutions to your problems.
(80 5) 458-5907
RENTAL HOUSING
Room Available for Winter/Spring 
Master Bdrm with 2 walk-in 
closets, BR, shower, W/D included. 
Chill roommates, very clean. Stay 
for summer possible. $800 OBO 
Please call: (94 9) 510-1886
HOMES FOR SALE
Free List of all Houses and 
Condos for sale in SLO.
Nelson Real Estate 
(80 5) 546-1990 or e-mail 
steve@slohomes.com
Investment opportunities 
*4 br 3 full ba 2 ,000 sf 2 story 
minutes to Poly $709K 
♦2BR IB A  condo w/ fenced yard 
near park, animals OK $335K 
♦Free Lists
Adobe Realty (80 5) 543-2693
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Change the Status Quo 
Conference
Feb 23-24th, 2007 
Come spend a day with other 
students who share your passions 
for social change and activism. 
$10 includes awesome t-shirt, 
optional yoga, breakfast, and 
lunch. Register at UU 217! 
EDUCATE. MOTIVATE, 
then ACTIVATE!
www.studentlife.calpoly.edu/CSQ 
SKYDIVE T A R
100%  ADRENALINE RUSH Tandem 
& AFF Excellent Safety Record 
Student Discount 
www.skydlvetaft.com
(661) 765-5867
“Slavery Still Exists” Campaign
February 19-23, 10-3pm 
Education display in UU Plaza to 
expose human trafficking and
modern-day slavery. Join our 
photomontage campaign! 
raisetherespect@gmail.com
Want to place an ad?
Call Jackie at (805) 756-1143 
or email:
classifieds@mustangdaily. net
SHOUT OUTS! FREE EVERY THURS
SHOUT OUTS
Leah Nickerson is the most 
wonderful person in the world and 
is very well loved by her friends 
from Philly! Everybody should get 
to know her! - Brian Gorman
LOST AND FOUND
LOST Silver Tiffany bracelet with 
heart. Please call 705-6090
FOUND ring in Bldg 26 on Feb 15 
Please call (408) 821-6253
FOUND: Sunglasses in Bldg 13 
Call 909-633-8022
REWARD $50 for LOST dog 
“Nacho" Bulldog, Male, 
White/brown. Call: 438-5424
FOUND Woman’s watch near 
Foothill Blvd. Call (916) 214-5090
FOUND scarf in University Cashier 
Call Betty: 756-2310
FOUND: Silver Crescent - shaped 
hoop earrings. (64 6) 483-9647
REWARD for lost gold bracelet with 
heart and “Frances" engraved 
Please call: (805) 464-1000
LOST Motorola cell phone 
contact: hduong@calpoly.edu
Lost and Found ads are FREE
*4 r * v ;*. : ■’a' <V
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2 Poly grads 
to come
th rou ^  SLO
today in Tour 
o f California
Cal Poly alums Lucas Euser 
and Ken Hanson, both 23, will 
be two of the I4 l professional 
cyclists arriving today in San 
Luis Obispo.
Taylor Moore
MUSTANG DAllY
The Amgen Tour of C'alifornia 
bicycle race comes through down­
town San Luis Obispo this after­
noon, bringing two Cal Poly gradu­
ates with it.
San Luis Obispo will play host to 
the tour for the second year in a row 
as the fourth stage ends shortly after
3 p.m. today at the cross-section of 
Osos and Monterey streets.
Stage four begins in Seaside at 10 
a.m. today and travels approximately 
130 miles on U.S. Highway 1 to 
reach San Luis Obispo in the early 
afternoon. This stage, one of the 
longest of the tour, brings the event 
into its second half.
The two Cal Poly graduates 
competing are Lucas Euser, 23, and 
Ken Hanson, 23, both residents of 
San Luis Obispo. The tour is an 
eight-day event.
‘Tve been riding a bike since I 
could breathe,” Euser said.
Euser, who graduated this past fall 
with a degree in industrial technol­
ogy, has been racing professionally 
for the past two years. Competing in 
last year’s race, he placed 49th out of 
97 racers.
“Personally 1 was 49th,” Euser 
said. “More importandy, however, 
we stood out as a team.”
Euser is riding with Team 
Slipstream, sponsored by Chipode. 
The team is gaining ^obal attendon 
for its young, muldnadonal riders 
and plans to compete in the Tour de 
France in two years.
Team Slipstream is doing well so 
far in the race, with one of its riders 
currendy in second pbce.
The team’s biggest comperirion is 
the Discovery Channel team (the 
same that Lance Armstrong rode 
for), which is presendy in first place.
For Hanson, the tour is an intro- 
ducrion to professional racing. After 
riding in collegiate comperitions 
since 2(K)2, Hanson joined the 
Swiss-American BMC team in 
2(K)5.This is the first year the team 
has become a professional riding 
group.
Overall standings at the end of 
the second stage put Euser in 72nd 
place — 27 seconds behind the 
leader, Levi Leipheimer (U.S.) of the 
Discovery Channel team. Hanson 
placed 135th coming in about 4 
minutes, 27 seconds behind 
Leipheimer. There are 141 riders 
compering in this year’s tour.
Today’s stage is the longest of the 
comperirion and is one of the most 
trying stages for riders who lack 
endurance. However, Euser said that
' ‘ see Tour, page 14
Surging Mustangs look 
to knock off first-place
U C R  at home tonigjit
- - . - • j
liiB J
U C41P0
BRENNAN ANGEL FILE PHOTO
Cal Poly freshman guard Tamara Wells passes the ball in an 88-71 
exhibition win over Division II Cal State Los Angeles on Nov. 3, 2006.
The Highlanders lead the Big 
West Conference in scoring 
defense, allowing only 59 
points per game.
Tristan Aird
MUSTANG DAILY
If  the Cal Poly women’s basket­ball team is to extend its his­toric winning streak to seven 
games, it will have to do so against 
fint-place UC Riverside tonight. 
The Mustangs (11-12, 6-4 Big
West) have won six straight games for 
the first rime since the 1981-82 sea­
son, their last 20-win campaign.They 
have a chance to move into a tie for 
second in the Big West standings if 
they win against the visiting 
Highlanders (17-9, 11-1) in a game 
that rips off at 7 tonight in Mott 
Gym.
Cal Poly has a decent shot at its 
first winning season since a 15-12 
mark in 1991-92, when the program 
was still aligned in Division II with 
the California Collegiate Athletic
Association.
The Mustangs, though, have been 
competitive in the Big West in recent 
years, going 7-7 in conference last 
season and 10-8 in 2(X)3-04.
Could this be the season they 
finally get over the hump?
“1 think that we do have the abil­
ity to compete for the (Big West) 
championship,” lOth-year Cal Poly 
head coach Faith Mimnaugh said 
Monday. “This is a fine team. It’s one 
of the finest teams we’ve had at Cal 
Poly.”
Indeed, the Mustangs have over­
come their injury-riddled 5-12 start 
to win both close (twice by three 
points in the six-game winning 
streak) and by sizable margins (twice 
by double digits during the streak).
The most recent win, last Saturday, 
was a 71-68 victory at UC Santa 
Barbara in which Jessica Eggleston 
poured in 25 points to be named Big 
West C'onference Player of the Week 
on Monday. The Mustangs used an 
8-2 run in the final 45 seconds to 
steal the win, the second straight sea­
son they have won in the 
Thunderdome.
“Winning in the Thunderdome is 
a thrill for us,” Mimnaugh said. “To 
produce magic in back-to-back years 
in the Thunderdome is something 
that’s special to our players.”
Although UCSB (14-11, 7-3) is 
not the perennial power it once was 
when it went to the NCAA 
Tournament three straight seasons 
from 2002-03 to 2(KH-05, Cal Poly’s 
win in Santa Barbara served notice to 
the Big West that the Mustangs’ win­
ning streak is not a fluke.
“We went into the game with 
great expectations and confidence 
that we could beat the Gauchos,” 
Mimnaugh said. “As the game pro­
gressed, we didn’t do as good a job 
on the glass as we could have.”
Cal Poly was outrebounded 55-33 
by UCSB, but made up for it by 
shooting 44.4 percent from the field 
in the second half — exactly 10 per­
cent higher than the Gauchos.
Rebounding is likely to come into
see Women, page 14
ONUNE EXCLUSIVE
Visit www.mustangdaily.net today to hear the free GameDay podcast discussing both 
basketball teams’ hot streaks, the football team's spring practice season, baseball, 
softball, wrestling, swimming and diving, tennis and golf. To listen, click on the mustang 
with headphones or on "podcast” under Online Features.
Poly mens hoops squad focuses on ‘D ’
The Mustangs have allowed 
an average of 81.5 points 
**’ their last four games.over
Tristan Aird
MUSTANC; DAILY
The Cal Poly men’s basketball 
team has won eight of its last 10 
games and has a winning overall 
record 24 games into the season
for the first time since the 2001- 
02 campaign.
But that doesn’t mean the 
Mustangs have nothing to improve 
on. Head coach Kevin Bromley 
said Monday he is “not happy at 
all” with how his team is defend­
ing.
“My biggest concern is we have 
to defend,” Bromley said. “Our 
offense is terrific right now. I
know we can do both. It’s going to 
take both to win.”
Cal Poly (14-10, 5-5 Big West 
Conference) is not looking past its 
game at last-place UC Riverside 
(6-20, 1-10) at 7 tonight, but 
hopes to win both games this 
week. The Mustangs visit second- 
place Cal State Fullerton (18-7, 8- 
4) at 6 p.m. Saturday in a game
see Men, page 14
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NBA: In
\^ a s t o  stay?
John MiddlekaufT
SFECTAL T O  THE MUSTANi! DAILY
1 had an epiphany this weekend 
that has put everything into perspec­
tive.
Not only should Las Vegas host 
every sporting event from now on, 
but every major event in the world.
After much scrutiny and long 
hard thought-out days by league 
commissioner David Stern, the 
NBA finally allowed for the All-Star 
game to be held in Sin City.This had 
to be one of the most epic weekends 
in the history of professional sports. 
More happened this weekend in Las 
Vegas than we can even begin to 
comprehend. Let’s just say every 
league would die for that type of 
exposure for their respective All-Star 
weekends.
NBA All-Star weekend usually 
means every freeloading fan, 
groupies, or anyone looking for 
action of some sort is more than 
welcome. The only problem with 
Las Vegas is it’s already filled with 
these types of people. I mean, you 
have more people who are trying to 
get rich off a quarter than anywhere 
known to man.
In maybe the greatest foot race 
since a man raced a horse on Fox, 
Charles Barkley agreed to race long­
time NBA referee Dick Bovetta 
three and a half rimes up and down 
the court. Well, for those of you who 
haven’t seen Barkley lately, he’s 
weighing in at about 350 pounds.
Bovetta, by the way, is not just any 
old referee — he’s 67. It seemed like 
this matchup had more hype than 
any of the events. Everyone had 
been leaning toward the cagey 67- 
year old in a landslide. It was almost 
like people underestimated the heart 
of a champion. Oh, I forgot Sir 
Charles never won the big one. 
Better make that a heart of clogged 
arteries.
Barkley broke out to the early 
lead and had the race all but 
wrapped up. This was until he got 
cocky and started to run backwards. 
This is when Bovetta kicked it into 
gear and gave a last-second dive. 
With the photo finish, Bovetta won 
by a hair. Barkley then admitted to 
betting $25,(XX) a hand on blackjack 
(definitely a lowball estimate). 
Barkley then capped the night with 
a big hug and a nice man kiss for 
Bovetta. Again, this could happen 
only in Las Vegas.
Then when we finally made it to 
the actual game, one of the greatest 
performers in the history of Las 
Vegas showed he can still rock the
see Johnny, page 15
